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In the ninth Ewha-JWU-Ochanomizu Joint Symposium, I've got my second time
to give my presentation in English. This symposium is the second time for me as well.
Although, it was my first time to attend an international academic gathering. I study and
research more seriously than the last time, but I was not confident of me. I can hardly say that
everything went smoothly, but I learned that after every occasion, experience tells me how to
convey the better.

My preparation started one and half month before the visit to Seoul. At the point
of an application to the symposium, I had already finished the central part of my study
including analysis and discussions. However, as it always happens, how to present to others
is the question. Myself, I fully understand my research: what is the implication, what is the
originality or what is the most critical point. On the other hand, people who listen to my
presentation for the first time, they only know the title of my study, but nothing additional.
Therefore, it is crucial to neatly prepare in advance for the occasion of showing my research.

Lithuania is the field of my research. Sadly, this small Baltic country recently
independent from the Soviet Union is not famous yet in Eastern Asia. Primarily I focus on
LIMIS (Lithuanian Integrated Museum Information System), which is introduced in
Lithuania. This system is still only popular for museum lovers in Lithuania, although I think
it is a representing case for digitization in museums. Thus I need to explain about Lithuania
and LIMIS before I get into the main topic. Because | wanted to clarify my research in detail,
I had to summarize the necessary information. I attempted to use visual aids, but I had to
improve them several times before I could get the right image.

The preparation wasn't a lonely process. Especially for the oral presentation, in the
autumn semester, [ attend English academic presentation sessions every Wednesday. In the
class, I could receive feedback from my fellow students including my physical gestures. I
haven't noticed before, but a student once told me that the movement of my hand is somehow
annoying. Even the filming in the class let me know a lot about myself. In one lesson, the
teacher filmed our presentation, and later, I watched my presentation with our teacher. How I
imaged in my mind and how I appeared was different. I could prepare better in the
preparation sessions. The preparation of a poster for poster session was not as straightforward
as the oral session. It is another chance for explaining my research, but there was a conflict in
me. Is the poster should be more in detail for the background or the result? The more various
audience might come, but the more chance for me to explain personally to each of them. I
decided to take a balance: both background and the result. For my decision, my fellow
students gave me comments and I could improve.

On the first day of symposium, we left Tokyo early in the morning, and we already
sitting in the hall to hear the opening statement in the afternoon. Before the opening
ceremony started, my colleague and I explored the architecture in the university with our
professor. We didn’t have much time, but although, astonishing architecture was in the Ewha
Women’s University. After the first professor sessions, we together went to have dinner.
Dinner was Korean dishes, whose main is a grill. Students from Ewha seated next to me, and
she told me she is math major. We together enjoyed talking and sharing experiences in



universities. The second day is one of the main part for me: oral sessions. As [ wrote above, |
prepared fully for the oral session but I was still anxious. Happily, I could talk what I want in
front of my warm audience, and at least, I felt like I could convey they main part of my
research. The third day was poster session, which was less nervous, but still had to think a lot
before I went to the venue. Is my poster clear enough? Does it look good? Is my research
interesting for my audiences? However, as a result, | was worrying too much. I felt like I
could tell almost everything I wanted. Also, it was stipulating to hear my fellow students’
explanation, which I thought two hours for posters is too short.

I was lucky enough this year to get a chance to experience the chair of the oral
session. First, I noticed that a chair has a different perspective from audiences and speakers.
As a speaker, I focused on conveying the information. As an audience, I focused on
understanding something entirely new in front of me. However, as a chair, I focused on the
overall flow of the session: I listened to the speaker, I cared about time, and I thought what
the question would be in case everybody on the floor is too shy to raise their hand.
Fortunately, professors in our session were eager to ask questions to our speakers, so I had to
care more about time.

Last, but not the least, thing I should mention here is my new fellows who I met in
this symposium. My new friends are super enthusiastic to their research and they have
interesting perspectives. I realized that each one has own vision to see this world: some see as
a mathematician, other see as an informatician, or maybe as an architect. We share our
experience not only of telling about own research, but also we together tried to do something
different from what we did yesterday. Now I know, participation to the symposium worth
more than [ imagined.





