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Saikaku and European parallels, contemporary customs
in the work of author and the European Renaissance

Jana Lastivkova

A lot of descriptions in the work of Ihara Saikaku reflect the habits of townsmen
during celebrating seasonal change or various other occasions. Similar traditions
can be found in the Europe, where the hospitality is seen as one of important social
aspects. Respect for traditions, which was given to celebrations or gift giving,
charity and hospitality, also indicated a social status of the individual or family.
The culture concept of any form of gift giving therefore includes the concept of a
commitment that is a natural part of life in any society, period or social level.
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