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Like the syntactic research on many other languages in the world, the syntactic research on
Japanese has relied on Japanese native speakers’ introspective judgments on Japanese sentences,
i.e., whether certain types of Japanese sentences sound acceptable to them or not, as the core
empirical data source. Such judgments have typically been provided by a small number of native
speakers, usually the researchers themselves. Introspective judgments provided by the linguists
have revealed many important observations about the syntactic structure of Japanese sentences
and made tremendous contributions to our understanding of the syntax of Japanese. In the
meantime, use of experimental techniques to elicit acceptability judgments from a large number
of speakers was introduced to the syntactic research in the 1990s, and the syntactic research
based on experimentally elicited acceptability judgments has become more popular among the
syntacticians who work on languages whose speakers are readily accessible in a larger number,
such as English. In this talk, I introduce typical designs of acceptability judgement experiments
and discuss several important benefits of experimentally gathering acceptability judgments from
a large number of Japanese speakers for syntactic research, with an example study that
demonstrates how findings from acceptability judgment experiments can inform our
understanding of syntactic constructions in Japanese.
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