
 

 

Urbanization and Residents in Ankara Turkey 
A Case Study from Dikmen Vadisi Halk�

 
M2  

1.  
 

1980

 

DikmenVadisi DikmenVadisi Halk
 

/

 
 

 
Since the Republic of Turkey was founded in 1923, squatter settlement 
called “gecekondu” has developed along with the expansion of urban space 
in Ankara, the capital city of Turkey. However, the squatters have often 
been relocated to another location or forced to rebuild their shelter as the 
urban space has developed. Especially, neo-liberal urban development policy 
since the 1980s has intensified the oppression promoting gentrification for 
wealthier residents and businesses. On the other hand, there has been 
movement among the squatters which resists this trend and protects their 
place.  
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In this study, I aim to investigate the recent situation of the urban 
planning in Ankara from the perspective of the squatters. In order to 
achieve this aim, I will focus on their organization in Dikmen Vadisi district 
where typical gecekondu is seen. From the interviews with the supporters, I 
will reveal the way in which they promote movement.  

In recent years, in the study of geography space / place are regarded as its 
manifold phenomenon as Lefervre.However, it is not sufficient in that 
respect in the study of about Gejekondu in Turkey. Therefore, in this study, 
I aim to re-consider about Gecekondu problem from the Global , National 
and Local viewpoints. 
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