
 

 

A Study on Infants’ Life and Use of the Mongolian Language in Inner 
Mongolia Autonomous Region 
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This survey was conducted from August 30, 2013 to September 30, 2013. The 
subjects of the survey were the parents and guardians of ethnic Mongolian 
children aged between four and five years old in the city of Huhhot in the 
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region of China. Huhhot is the capital of the 
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region and the area most densely populated 
with Han and Mongolian peoples. Three ethnic Mongolian and three ethnic 
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Han kindergartens were chosen as samples for the survey. The researcher 
surveyed 208 parents and guardians using questionnaires and interviewed 
three teachers, minding the balance between the number of infants in both 
types of kindergartens. The purpose of this study is to comprehend the actual 
living condition of Mongolian infants in Inner Mongolia, and to investigate 
how infants’ ability to speak, read, or write in their ethnic Mongolian 
language is influenced by choice of kindergarten, the language used at home, 
their relationship with media, play environments, parents’ expectations, 
kindergarten learning/life, and so on. Nowadays, many studies have 
identified the relationship between infant language environments and 
elementary educational achievement after beginning schooling. This study 
provides basic data for fundamental education research by closely examining 
infant language environments. 
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