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Early Childhood Development (ECD) aims at not only to improve the physical, social, 
emotional ability of all children, but also to alleviate poverty by universal primary 
completion and by supporting mother’s employment. Sub-Saharan Africa, with a lot of 
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difficulties for children, begins to focus on ECD. Community pre-primary school in 
Burkina Faso, a country located in West Africa, gives disadvantaged children an 
opportunity to receive pre-primary education in rural area. 
This study aimed to investigate how communities manage the preschool, why parents 
send the children to preschool, and the characteristic of well-participated community 
preschool. We conducted interview surveys as the method of study. Thirty-seven 
parents, ten teachers, ten members of school management committee, nine parents who 
don’t have children in the school in each seven areas, heads of three organizations 
which supports informal preschools, and four officers of pre-primary education were 
selected.  
We found that each preschool has different situation to manage the preschool. Six of 
seven preschools have difficulty in paying teacher’s salary and providing school lunch. 
In the preschools facing financial difficulties, Pparents’ participation is limited to 
payment of expenses, attendance at general meeting, and the activities requested by the 
school management committee. But in a school that is managed well, parents and 
community people make a voluntary contribution, do cleaning, and encourage the staff 
in addition to the mandatory activities. The preschool, which is managed well, is 
characterized by higher living standard of the village and efforts that attract community 
people's attention, such as information sharing, formulation of action plan, and external 
aid. 
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