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The Influence of Child Labor on the Educational Achievement and Quality of Life of
Children: A Case Study of the Philippines
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M Abstract

Human security seeks to improve the development ability of all people through
universal primary completion. Child labor has been recognized as one of the factors
for school dropout. The high rate of dropout is a particularly serious problem in
the Philippines

The study aimed to answer the following questions: (1) Are there any
differences in educational achievement or the quality of 1ife (QOL) among children
employed in various areas or types of work? (2) How are the behavior and health
conditions of children affected if they start working? We adopted questionnaires
and interviews as the methods of study. Forty—two children in Calahunan and forty
children in Oton answered questionnaires about their school and working conditions
or QOL. Further, seven parents of working children and three elementary school
teachers in each area were interviewed.

The findings revealed that the effects of working on QOL differed across the
areas where working children lived. However, in both areas, working had a negative
effect on children’ s relationships with friends. Moreover, children became sick
easily after they started working. Further, their attendance decreased, their grades
declined, and they had less time to complete homework. These negative influences

on academic achievement possibly discouraged children from attending school. There

were also differences between parents’ attitudes toward their children’ s employment.

Some parents in Calahunan did not consider work to be beneficial for children’ s
development, others in Oton believed that working could serve as good training for
children to become responsible in the future

To enable children to continue attending school, it is important not only to
reduce their burden but also to maintain the quality of education. School should
not inconvenience children regardless of whether or not they are working. Therefore,

teachers must support the school life of working children. Further, parents’

97



98

attitude toward their children’ s employment or schooling is an important factor
influencing children’ s decisions. Poor families require not only economic support

but also opportunities to realize the value of school education.
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