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The Creation of Islamic Spaces in Alsace (France) : 

A Case Study of the Grand Mosque of Strasbourg 
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In France, we have always seen in the media the growing conflict between the republic principle 

of ‘laïcité’ and Islam which is generally considered not to separate religions and politics. Wearing 

scarves and group prayers in public are said to be against the French secularism. On the other hand, 

the Alsace, the northeast of France, has been historically a conflict oriented area often changing 

sides from Germany to France and vice versa. For this reason, in Alsace, there is a special relation 

between religions and the State. It is made possible through the unique local law of Alsace, which 

is different from the national law on the separation of church and state applied to other regions 

since 1905. The purpose of my study is to search for the conditions of peaceful co-existence 

between secularism and the free Islamic practices by examining the creation of Islamic spaces on 

the local level in Alsace region. This is the report of the field survey conducted in the period from 

August 30th to September 28th 2014. It mainly aims to investigate the establishment and use of the 
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Grand Mosque which was constructed in 2012 in Strasbourg and which is financially supported by 

the Strasbourg town and the Alsace region. As a result of the fieldworks and the interviews, it was 

found that there were diverse forms of ’Islamic Spaces’ created in Strasbourg, and that there were 

both interreligious cooperation and some conflicts during the establishment of the Grand Mosque, 

and also that this mosque contributed to the creation of the balanced image of Islam in 

Strasbourg. 

 
2 2014 8 30 9 28  
 
3  

1974

laïcité

2009 1905
1905

laïque

1905
1905

1801 7

Messner 2004
1905

2012
Grande Mosquée de Strasbourg

Godard &Taussig, 2007
 

 
4  

34



 35

 
 
5  

 
(1)

Ralph Stehly

Laurent Muller

Franck Frégosi  
(2) 4

SERS Société d’Aménagement et d’Equipement de la 

Region de Strasbourg: 1
1 30 1

 
(3)

1
1 5

30 1
1

 
(4)  
(5)  
 
6  
(1)  

1998 10%
3

Frégosi, 2001 30

35



 36

 
 

Mosquée centrale

Mosquée de quartiers Dernières 

Nouvelles d’Alsace, 1998

lieux de culte de proximité Frégosi,2001

 
Meinau

Mosquée d’Eyyub Sultan Milli Görüs

10,000

 

 

= AMS Association des 

Musulmans de France: 

3  

2  1  

36



 37

 
Meinau Résidence Social Metzgerau

Foyer de Meinau

 
60

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haute Pierre

50 60

5
 

 
2012

1905

4 Foyer de Meinau  5  

6 Haute Pierre  

37



 38

79 1

 

 
(2)  

Grande Mosquée de Strasbourg

 
 

Laiterie 5 Lycée Pasteur

Hyritz

TGV TRF

 

  

7 8

38



 39

11 1

12 2

 
2

1
1,000 1,200

2
2 220 260

2 1
 

 
 

 

1 10 20

 
7

10

39



 40

2

B C B
D D G

A

 

2 2

H

 

       

A  20    Neudorf  

 

B  20    Koenigshoffe

n  

 

 

C D

 

C  10      

D  10      

E  20    Cronenbourg

 

 

 

F  20    Neudorf  

 

G  10      

 

H  70    Robertsau 

 

 

 

2  

 

 
1975 A.E.I.F Association des Étudiants Islamique de France

40



 41

Grande Mosquée de Strasbourg

Chaïb Choukri 60 1975 1976

1975
1982

Durak 60

 

1992
Catherine Trautmann

1998

Mohamed Latahy 50

2000 AEIF

5 12
Paolo Portoghesi

 
2001 PS Parti Socialiste UMP Union 

pour un Mouvement Populaire

Fouad Douai 50 2001
1

18 UMP

Douai FN

Front National

Franck 

Frégosi

 
2004

2007

41



 42

 

39%

25%9%

8%

7% 7%
5%

Grande Mosquée de Strasbourg
AEIF

2009
2012 9

Said Alla

CFCM Mohammed Moussaoui

Roland Ries PS 2008
Manuel Valls  

223 400 23
 

 
 

G

Douai

Choukri

Latahy

 

Douai

Choukri

Frégosi

 

5  

42



 43

7  

  

Latahy

UMP
AEIF

 

 
 
8  

1905

 
 

43



 44

9  
2009  

1998  
Francis Messner, Pierre-Henri Prélot et Jean-Marie Woehrling, [2004] Droit français des religions, 

LexisNexis. 

Bernard Godard et Sylvie Taussig, [2007] Les musulmans en France, HACHETTE. 

Franck Frégosi, [2001] “Droit de cité de l’islam et politiques municipales: analyse comparée entre 
Strasbourg et Mulhouse,’’ Franck Frégosi and Jean-Paul Willaime (eds.), La religieux dans la 

commune, Labor et Fides, pp.92-137. 

Karim Abdoun, Mathilde Chevre, Asma Al Atyaoui, Abdel Aziz Faïk [2004]  Histoires de 

mosquées -Recuil de témoignages-, Kalima. 

Grande Mosquée de Strasbourg   http://www.mosquee-strasbourg.com/ 

44


