TITVAR, THAVFRMFIZBIT DA RT —LZEHOAIH
—RAFFRT =)L« RERIBREEHIC—
The Creation of Islamic Spaces in Alsace (France) :

A Case Study of the Grand Mosque of Strasbourg
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In France, we have always seen in the media the growing conflict between the republic principle
of ‘laicité’ and Islam which is generally considered not to separate religions and politics. Wearing
scarves and group prayers in public are said to be against the French secularism. On the other hand,
the Alsace, the northeast of France, has been historically a conflict oriented area often changing
sides from Germany to France and vice versa. For this reason, in Alsace, there is a special relation
between religions and the State. It is made possible through the unique local law of Alsace, which
is different from the national law on the separation of church and state applied to other regions
since 1905. The purpose of my study is to search for the conditions of peaceful co-existence
between secularism and the free Islamic practices by examining the creation of Islamic spaces on
the local level in Alsace region. This is the report of the field survey conducted in the period from

August 30" to September 28M2014. It mainly aims to investigate the establishment and use of the
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Grand Mosque which was constructed in 2012 in Strasbourg and which is financially supported by
the Strasbourg town and the Alsace region. As a result of the fieldworks and the interviews, it was
found that there were diverse forms of ’Islamic Spaces’ created in Strasbourg, and that there were
both interreligious cooperation and some conflicts during the establishment of the Grand Mosque,
and also that this mosque contributed to the creation of the balanced image of Islam in

Strasbourg.
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