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Women’s work and NGO in the Philippines: the case of home-based work
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Poverty is one of the biggest issues and informal sectors are expanding in the
Philippines. Especially most of home-based workers are women, and home-based work
has benefits for them because they can do it with their housework at the same time.
However there are several problems; they have no choice but to do home-based work, the
income is too low, and their work is invisible. This study aims to examine how home-

based workers live and work, how local NGO, PATAMABA, supports them, and how their



situation are changed by NGO’s support. As a result, several interviewees have worked
as formal workers though they are less educated. But they quitted their regular job and
started home-based work when married or got pregnant. PATAMABA made a great
contribution to their lives and work in respect of education. PATAMABA gave them some
opportunities not only to get education but to go outside and communicate with many
people other than neighborhood, and made their lives more comfortable. That means

PATAMABA have tremendous impact on women home-based workers.
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