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Comparative Study of Practices in Myanmar’s Special Economic Zones (SEZs) of Official
Development Assistance (ODA) of Japan and the Belt and Road Initiative of China from the

Perspective of Civil Society Community
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Since 2011, Myanmar government has promoted democratic reforms and at the same time
enacted economic reform policies such as special economic zones (SEZs). Especially, Japan and
China have accelerated the practices of development in Myanmar with the projects in three major
special economic zones, Thilawa SEZ, Dawei SEZ and Kyuakpyu SEZ. Development by both

countries continues after the Myanmar coup on February 1, 2021. However, those SEZs have been



criticized by the local community for project issues. This is a report of a survey conducted from
February 13th to February 25th, 2022.This report compares the Thilawa SEZ, which is supported
by Japan's ODA, with the Kyuakpyu SEZ, which is being implemented under the Belt and Road
Initiative by Chinese government, from the perspective of organizations who support Myanmar
communities. In addition to the serious situation of Myanmar observed in the border area between
Thailand and Myanmar, the interview survey revealed that due to the lack of transparency of
information and negotiations with residents whose livelihoods are affected in those development
projects, resulting in inadequate compensation and restricted access to remedies. Moreover, under
the military regime, in the context of the lack of leadership to negotiate to improve the legal rights

of the people in Myanmar, such issues could lead to more serious human rights violations.
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