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The Reality of Inland Rural China from a Gender Perspective

—Focusing on Changes in Rural-Urban Relations under the “New-Type Urbanization Policy”
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Although China has experienced economic growth since the reform and opening-up policies were
implemented, the economic disparity between rural and urban areas, especially between inland and
coastal areas, has become more pronounced. This study focuses on X County in Hubei Province, which
is located in the central interior and has been left behind in the rapid economic development of China

since the transition to a market economy, to explore how inland rural residents experienced the



government's policies toward rural areas from a micro perspective.

The findings show that the government's rural policy has indeed changed the living environment of
inland rural villages for the better. While villagers credit the improvement of infrastructure for turning
their village environment around, others said that the government has invested too much money in
infrastructure development. In addition, the optimization of infrastructure is not directly related to an
increase in farmers' income. Income from migrant labor is the main source of income for rural
residents.On the other hand, policies that exclude older migrant workers from the urban construction
industry tend to force older migrant workers from rural areas (hereafter referred to as "returning
farmworkers") to return to rural areas. They are caught in the uncertainty of maintaining their
livelihoods.While older peasants (mostly born in the 70s) return to the countryside, the younger
generation continues to buy houses in county towns (the seat of the county people's government, the
smallest of the cities) and cities. As a result, fewer and fewer young people remain in rural areas, and
the problem of population outflow is becoming more and more serious. In particular, the soaring real
estate prices in the cities and the development of the county town economy under the new township
policy have discouraged many of the children of peasant farmers born in the 1970s (most of whom
were born in the 1990s) from remaining in the countryside.

Furthermore, the burden on women who remain in rural areas remains heavy, often requiring both free

domestic labor and wage labor.
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