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Social Participation Practices of Female Buddhist - Ethnographic Survey from a Gender Perspective
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In Buddhism, there has been criticism directed at its extremely discriminatory nature towards female,
citing the eight precepts (attha garudhamma) that female monks must adhere to about male monks.
On the other hand, in recent years, amid calls for gender equality around the world, there has been a
noticeable trend within Buddhist temples and Buddhists themselves to introspectively reconsider the
male-centric nature of Buddhism. Efforts are being made to elevate the status of marginalized female
monks and chief priest’s families (Kawahashi 2012). This movement is particularly prominent in
Taiwanese Buddhism. In Taiwan, there are many cases of highly educated Bhikkhuni(A woman who

has received the precepts that monks must follow, men are Bhikkhus), and there are examples of these



women leading the various social participation practices not only in Taiwan but also in other parts of
the world through overseas missionary work, and trying to take Buddhism into a new dimension. This
research focuses on A Mountain in Taiwan, which is one example. From a gender perspective, this
report focuses on the female Buddhist Institute of A Mountain, which is located in K City in southern
Taiwan, and trains missionary personnel, aims to clarify how A Mountain cultivates missionary
personnel and how this is linked to the social participation practices of female monks. This
investigative study, first, compiled the establishment background, objectives, and developmental
history of A Mountain’s Buddhist institute through data collection. Additionally, participation
observation and interview research have revealed the institute's daily schedule, syllabi, curriculum,
and way of class. It was observed that the institute strictly segregates genders within its spaces, but
also emphasizes a combination of practical and theoretical teachings, showcasing the potential to

foster leadership among female students in the Buddhist institute.
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