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Development Assistance and Overseas Migrant Economic Issues in the Aftermath of

the COVID-19 Outbreak and Natural Disasters in the Kingdom of Tonga
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In some parts of the South Pacific Island countries, permanent immigrants living outside of home
countries and seasonal workers who travel to Australia and New Zealand to earn money play an
important role in supporting the national economy. In the Kingdom of Tonga, the number of personal
remittances received as a percentage of GDP was 46.2% in 2021 (THE WORLD BANK 2024c), and
people's livelihoods are supported by what they earn abroad. The purpose of this study is to examine
how the lives of people in the Kingdom of Tonga, which has had such a high level of international
interaction, have been affected by the lockdown caused by the COVID-19 outbreak from 2020 and the
eruption of the Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha'apai submarine volcano in January 2022. In this research, the

researcher conducted semi-structured interviews and participant observation on the ‘Eua Island, one



of the remote islands in the Kingdom of Tonga. As a result of the interviews, although some
interviewees expressed difficulties in obtaining food and drinking water, few interviewees felt
inconvenienced because of the remote location. Some of the victims who lost their houses by the
Tsunami now live in new houses provided by the Tongan government in newly developed areas on the
island. They returned to their pre-pandemic lifestyle without any prevention against the COVID-19
outbreak. While seasonal workers are making a significant contribution to Tongan society, nowadays
there are also social problems such as a shortage of human resources in various areas in Tonga. For
future research, the researcher will discuss whether intervention with the means of international aid is

the most beneficial approach to solve this issue.
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