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Multifaceted Impacts of Short-Term Seasonal Workers
in ‘Eua Island, Kingdom of Tonga
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In the Kingdom of Tonga and some other South Pacific Island countries, "short-term seasonal work"
is a popular labour mobility to earn money outside of their countries. Earnings from this labour
mobility are directly related to livelihoods, and it contributes greatly not only to daily expenses but
also to the purchase of expensive goods and some social obligations, because of the large amount of
money that can be earned in a short period of time. The purpose of this study is to investigate how the
multifaceted impact of the short-term seasonal work leads to the future development of the Kingdom
of Tonga. In this research, the researcher conducted semi-structured interviews and observations on
the ‘Eua Island, one of the outer islands in the Kingdom of Tonga. As a result of the interviews, the
individual lives have been improved by the short-term seasonal workers, but this improvement is for
the households or kinship units, so it is difficult to say that this mobility contributes to the development

of the whole society. Due to this labour mobility, labour shortage has been a serious problem in the



Kingdom of Tonga. At the same time, it is surmised that gaps among households are widened, which

can strengthen the desire to work outside the country, especially among the younger generation.
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