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Addressing Gender Inequality in Legal Systems and Access to Justice:

A Focus on the 70th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women
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From 9 to 19 March 2026, the 70th session of the Commission on the Status of Women was held at the
United Nations Headquarters in New York City. The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) meets
every March to discuss the “priority theme” selected each year as a pressing issue for the advancement of
women and the achievement of gender equality. The priority theme of CSW70 was “access to justice”. This
study examined current international discussions on women'’s access to justice and related legal measures
through my participation in plenary meetings, side events organized by governments and international
organizations, parallel events organized by civil society, and interviews with legal professionals.

One of the principal outcomes of each CSW is the adoption of the agreed conclusions, which are typically
negotiated during the session and adopted by unanimous decision. At CSW70, however, the agreed

conclusions were adopted by a recorded vote, reflecting opposition from the United States and making



political tensions surrounding the concept of “gender” visible. At the same time, the agreed conclusions
presented multifaceted approaches to access to justice, including the elimination of discriminatory laws,
judicial reform, and responses to structural barriers. It was also confirmed that the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), of which drafting process was
historically linked to the CSW, continues to serve as an important international legal framework for access
to justice. Interviews further suggested that ratification of CEDAW alone is insufficient, and that unresolved

issues in domestic law, administration, and education continue to hinder effective access to justice.
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