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I. Map of Timor-Leste

» Timor-Leste in the world Map
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Map of Timor-Leste

1l. Background

a. Country
+ Official Name: Repdablika D kratika Timor-Leste(T etum)
Repiblica Democratica de Timor-Leste (Portuguese)
Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste (English)
+ Motto: “Unidade, Acpdo, Progresso”(Port) (Eng: Unity, Action,
Progress")
+ Capital : Dili

+ Languages:
Official language (s):  Tetumn and Portugues !
Working | I ck ian and English
+ Demonym: East Timorese
v G Unitary Parli v Democracy and Democratic
Republic
President: Taur Matan Ruak
+ Prime Ministry: Xanana Gusmao
In: e From Portugal, Indonesia
Declare November 28, 1975
Restored May 20, 2002

+ Total Area: 14,874 Km?
.Iﬂloﬂ 2010 estimated 1 ,066,582 people

Experienced of Conflicts

» European, 1796: - Portugal, (Netherland
occupied west timor: Kupang, Indonesia) for
450 years.

» Imperial Japan, 1942-1945 (3 years); deaths
between 40.000 and 70.000 peoples.

» Indonesia, 7 December 1975; 17 July 1976,
fully integration as 27% province (24 years);
war resulted in an estimate 103.000 deaths.

» 2006 Political Crisis.

o

b. UNTL

Before Independece:

+ No University under Portugal up to 1975.

» Universitas Timor-Timur (UNTIM ) founded in
1986 under Indonesia.

» UNTIM was the first Uni in TL. Located in Caicoli-
Dili. it had 2 campuses UNTIM in Caicoli and
Polytechnic in Hera.

» Initiated by Mario Viegas Carrascalao, a former
Governor of East Timor, and the Loro Sae
Foundation.

» The University existed largely to train middle-

level administrators, agricultural extension

workers and secondary school teachers.

ey

UNTL cont...

» By 1998/99 UNTIM had nearly 4,000 students,
with 73 permanent teaching staff, in three
main faculties - Agriculture, Social & Political
Sciences and Education & Teacher Training.

» Student Moviment in 1998 under Dewan
Solidaritas Mahasiswa Pemuda Pelajar Timor
Lorosae (DSPMPL) under the leadership of
Antero Benedito da Silva.

» DSMPPTL & Antero B. da Silva awarded the
Student Peace Prize in 1999.The prize is
awarded on behalf of all Norwegian students.

-
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UNTL cont ...

After Independence (reform of UNTIM):

» Former UNTIM and Polytechnic staffs and
students worked a year without beneficiary to
run the University.

» Professors initiatives endorsed enrolment for
students, Nov. 2000.

» Changing name of UNTIM to UNTL.
(Universidade Nasional Timor Lorosa’e)

» Made up of 7 faculties: Agriculture, Education
& Humanities, Economics, Social Science,
Engineering, Law and Health Science.

» There are Undergraduate, Master and

ctoral programs.

IV. Peace and Conflict Studies Center (PCSC)

» The PCSC is located in National University of
Timor Lorosa’e (UNTL). It was founded in
February 14, 2007, known as a memorial
center for Students Solidarity Peace Prize
1999.

» Recently PCSC formally integrated into a
Faculty of Social Science of the National
University of Timor Lorosa’e (UNTL).

-

» Principal:
collective learning, solidarity, voluntarism,
social and ecological justice.

» GOALS:
Promotion conflict prevention through
building/sustaining conscience of community
oriented young leaders and academics by
involving them in addressing community,
national, regional and international issues.
Providing space for dialogues and sharing of
experiences.

-

lll. University Students’ Activities & Organizations

Initial period:

» UNETIM-Uniao Estudante Timorense ¢£fast Timor
Student Union). illiteracy campaign.

» GFFTL-Grupo Feto Foin Sa’e Timor Lorosa’e ¢£ast
Timor Youth Women Organization). Working on
illiteracy since 2000 to present.

» DSMPPTL- Dewan Solidaritas Mahasiswa Pemuda
Pelajar Timor Lorosa’e.

Latter
» Focus on Peace and Conflict Studies Center

I (PCSC) at the UNTL.

Vision & Mission

» Vision

PCSC is looking for the just & sustainable
human communities across the Timor-Leste &
also in the world.

» Mission

To have Strom collective future community
oriented leaders.

-

key stakeholders

» Organic grass root leaders, academics,
research practitioners, youth and student.

» The funding for the Peace and Conflict
Studies Center activities:

1. Trocaire (Irish Government)

2. Research Incomes

3. Focus on Global South

4, Members’ Contributions

Key stakeholders

+ QOrganic grass root leaders, academics,
research practitioners, youth and student.

+ The funding for the Peace and Conflict
Studies Center activities:

1. Trocaire (Irish Government)

2. Research Incomes

3. Focus on Global South

4. Members’ Contributions

-

-

V. Peacebuilding activities by
university students

| Peace Resource Center

2 Peace and Conflict Research

= Youth/student skill development

4 Peace and Solidarity Campaign

s Media and Publications

& Program supporting system

7 Post Graduate Stuclies

s Women, Peace and Leadership (WPL) Course

-




1. Peace resource center

» As a library in the center to provide
references on conflict resolution and peace
building for practitioners facademics and civil
society organizations.

-

PSCS Resource Center

2. Peace and Conflict Research

Aims:

» To influence for university and civil society. To
develop indigenous knowledge and active local
leaders and expert in Peace Building.

» Professors and students do the research on some
issues within the community:

- Massacre in Passabe and Bobometo in Oe-cusse.

- Cooperative Movement in lliomar-Fulidaidai.

- Land disputes in Ermera,

- Conflict in Uatulari.

- History of the petitioners movement in 2006~
2008.

- PNTL reform.

| —

3. Youth/students skills
development activities

» To involve youth in peace building both
national and regional, to improve skills of
yvoung people in conflict resolution and other
skills required for they youth as workforce
and self-emplovyers.

-

Activities to develop the students skills:

1 English course.

> Training opportunities in national and
international.
Participate in conference in national and
international level.

+ Organize the international conferences took
place in Timor.

5. Groups discussion on issue related to Peace
and conflict.

5. Arranging the meeting and seminars.

Activities:
a. Peace Camp to respond to 2006 crisis

b. Discussion & Planning (after peace camp)

c. Providing training in community level
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d. Model United Nation (MUN) by students

QLA 20 i

FALY

4. Peace and Solidary

campaign-activities

» PCSC linking with the GPPAC AD-HOC Timor
Leste working together for the peace

campaign and solidarity campaign for the
country itself and the world like as Burma.

4. Peace and Solidary

campaign-activities

» PCSC linking with the GPPAC AD-HOC Timor
Leste working together for the peace

campaign and solidarity campaign for the
country itself and the world like as Burma.

—-—

.

Solidarity Journal

6. Program supporting system

» Administration
» Financial management
» Office management

All these 3 activities handled by the students.

The students have their own responsibilities
and to ensure the programs at the PCSC are
done well.

| —

7. Post Graduate Studies

+ Registration started August 2012.

+ Post graduate on ‘Peace and Conflict Studies”
» 12 students registered in September 2012.

+ Intensive Portugues course.

+ Student exchange program UNTL-Osaka
Univeristy (2 students)

» The course will be starting early 2013.

-

8. Women Leadership Training

Obijective of this course:

» Enhance Leadership capacities for young
women

» Promote Female Leadership in Politics

» Provide for the implementation of CEDAW in
Timor-Leste.

Who can participate in This Course:

» College women from UNTL, UNPAZ, DIT, IOB,
UNDIL and other in Timor-Leste.

This course just started on 01 September to 28

November 201 2. Will continue every year...

Women Leadership Training Activities




Challenges & Opportunities

» Lack of resources.

» Lack of language ability (English & Portugues)

» Lack of knowledge in financial and admin.
Mostly just leaning by doing.

» Lack in time management.

» Long bureaucracy (PSCS & University).

» Human resources: personnel, infrastructure,
networks, PHASA (Peace and Human Security
in Asia) Program.

-

Conclusion

New subsistent state of Timor-Leste as a
young country begets youngsters to be the
visionaries of peace, and agent of conflict
transformation through academic
achievements to build trust & confidence in
Timor-Leste.

-

PCSC address:

» UNTL-FASPOL, Kaikoli-Dili-Timor Leste
website : www.pcsctl.wordpress.com

» Contact Person
1. Antero Benedito da Silva, PhD.
anterob@gmail.com
2. Nelia Menezes: lalatak peace@gmail.com

Mobile : (+670) 7747-2616 or 7730 4492

-
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2 Peace Building Operations

DING IN TIMOR
THE ROLE oF CvIL SOCIETY—
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5. Discussion Topics

1. WHAT IS PEACE BUILDING? 1. WHAT I1s PEACE BUILDINGY

wm—

ET .

“ Activities undertaken on the far side of
ble the foundations of
peace and provide the tools for building
on those foundations;something that is
more than just the absence of war.”

By Boutres Bowtios—Ghak's 1992 repart, An Agenda for Peace

2. PEACE BUILDING OPERATIONS (EXAMPLES) 3. THE RoLE oF NGO/CS0
3
International wtaiae G F"W“tlby Lt 1 Top Lantrsby 4

©/euibailes . UNMIT: PRO with hich wsibity

+ Japan: financal support, electon

Government et
- Austraba: $5R(Security Sector Reform)

JAPANESE NGCS WORKING IN TIMOR LESTE (JANIC) ExaMPLE oF CSO -ARTE MORIS-
MName m
JPPO fgrculture
Pacific Asia Resource Center fgrculture
JANNARD Periculture
Plan Devebpmet
Kokkyo mﬁm'mamn Educaton
Envronment
ChiC Environment
Conservat on Internat pnal Environment
LoFoS HIP Fartrade
Feace Winds Japan Fartrade
APLA Fartrade
CAREInternational Japan goods
SHARE Health
JL W Health
Asia Health hstitute Health
JOICEP Health
JORAC mine-cleaning




ExaMPLE oF NGO -FRATERNA-

STRONG POINTS OF NG&

Pditical
Neatraity

4. Risk oF CONFUCT

5. DiscussioN TorPICS

© How can youth in East Timor contribute to stabilize
the economical foundation of the country?

o If you are a manager of NGO, what kind of project
would you plan and operate to maintain peace in East
Timor?
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t is Social
| Business?

Social Business
Il
Using a technique of Business
to adress these social problems.

For example...
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Sanitation improvement
and
Social Capital

CLTS in Lospalos, Timor-Leste

Chuo University Sakisaka Seminar B
Chisato Hara, Seri Lee, Hirofumi Shimada,

Joji Sugawara, Yurie Umemoto
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1. TIMOR-LESTE
AND SANITATION

Statistics: Health and Sanitation
The Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste

2010 1990

Infant mortality rate (under 1, per 1,000 live |46 127
bir ths)

Under 5 mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) |55 169

Maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000 live 380 650
bir ths)

Total fertility rate 6.2 5.3

Under-fives suffering from underweight (%) |45

Life expectancy alt birth (years) 62 46
Source

i ot ety ot o
R

Use of improved sanitation
facilities (%, 2010)
counlries

76
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1
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80 than the other

Source: The state of the world" s children 2012 (UNICEF) 7

|

Statistics
The Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste

Independence  March 10, 2002

Area About 14,900 square kilometer

Population 1.07 million (2010)

Average age  Age 16 (2008)

Language Tetun, Portuguese and local languages

Religion Christianity 99.1%

GNI per capita 2220 USD (2010)

Industry Agriculture (rice, maize, coffee), oil, natural
gas

VP A e to gt N e akder, i i &

GNI per capita (USD, 2010)

2290
2220

2200

2100 ¢ 2050

2000

1900

1800 |

1700

1600

1500

Timor-Leste Philippine Sei Lonka

Source: The state of the world” s children 2012 (UNICEF) &

Use of improved sanitation
facilities in Timor-Leste(%, 2010)

Tatal Urban

What is the problem
with no toilets?

Source: The state of the world" s children 2012 (UNICEF) g




Bad sanitation environment
88% of childhood deaths from diarrhea
Over 3,000 child deaths per day

-~ .‘; --i- T B < e

Diarrhoea-related morbidity could be reduced by:
nitation faciliti
hygiene awar

Improved
With

lone : 1
haviors : 2

e @ CLTS )

To change behavior with
“Awareness” s

CLTS
~ Community-Led Total Sanitation -~

To make toilets by their own hands
through improvement of the
sanitation awareness

13

oLTS

®International and local NGOs,

UNICEF, Government agencies
€ More than 50 countries

Source: hitp:iwww.communityledtotalsanit orglcountrytimor-leste-east-timor

14

Three “DON’T” of CLTS |

“ Teach ~ Force ~ Give E

. Awareness  Sustainment | Independency

¥

Habituation of toilet using J

g

15

How to promote CLTS
—
\/(DTriggering Y

http:fjaicoh.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/201005-n059 pdf

16

How to promote CLTS
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How to promote CLTS

e —

3 Discussion

o

How to promote CLTS

Bad ildi
environment (CLTS

 Goal of CLTS
~__Habituate toilet using
[ whole the community [

T =

(-—fl Solidarity of the community

P would be related S

_ 7 MRS

— —

i <y s 20

2. SOCIAL CAPITAL

21

To measure solidarity of community

//’_-_\\\
Social Capital (SC
(\ ocial Capital ( ),-)

Se—

S o

Connection between People

22

Social Capital

e Social

4

“Features of social organization such as
networks, norms, and social trust that
facilitate coordination and cooperation for
mutual benefit” (Putnam 1995, p. 67).

Network

Social Capital

- .

-

& Social capital enhance the
possibility and the efficiency of
growth and development in
society.

@ |t is achieved by cooperation,

\ how to think to the others.
- o

24

Hypothesis
Hypothesis(1)
“Building latrine” &“SC”
are correlated

Hypothesis2)
“Continuous latrine use” & “SC”
are correlated

Hypothesis@3)
“Participation in CLTS” & “SC”
are correlated

participation
£3

28




3. FIELD SURVEY

~SEPTEMBER,2012, LOSPALOS,
TIMOR-LESTE~

29

Strafle von Wetar

Lautém

LAUTE ;
Luro

lliomar

Tutuala

BAUCAU

Baguia

Timorsee

? Schedule?
DAY PLACE ACTIVITIES
18t DILI UNICEF DILI OFFICE
Village inspection
Interview with Village headman
20d-7th | LOSPALOS Questionnaire survey
Investigation by using panel
Visit elementary school
gt DILI Courtesy call on Japanese Embassy
gt DILI Visit Resistance museum

31

? RESEARCH OBJECTIVES?

Research
objectives

Household living in Lospalos

Village | Community No. Total | Coverage of | CLTS

Lenovo
Iracau

Pairara 130 748

Bauro | Nanafoe 43 173 2010

Bauro | Motara 66

Goal: 1.00%___ ~

Structured Questionnaire Survey

Structure | Total No. Question
(1.SES* of 9 Income, family size, age, sex
Respondents
28C 1 Network, trust, participation
3CLTS 5 Participation, how they knew
4 Latrine latrine, place they defecate

<TOTAL SCORE OF SC>

Scores

_ _ X 100=SC score(Max.100)
35points(5pointsX 7)
*SES: Socio Economic Status 33

Structure | Total No. Question
(1)SES* of 9 Income, family size, age, sex
Respondents
28C 1 Network, trust, participation
3CLTS 5 Participation, how they knew

4 Latrine 5

latrine, place they defecate

<TOTAL SCORE OF SC>

Scores

T ———— X 100=SC score(Max.100)

*SES: Socio Economic Stalus 33

Structured Questionnaire Survey |

4. RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Data Analysis:

8PS8S21.0 for windows

Simple Tabulation-Pearson Chi-Squared Test
Significance Level:p<0.05

35

Socio Economic Status of the Respondents

Total No. Effective Answers: 187 households

n (%) | mean | (SD)
Male 53 | (28.3) - -
Feale 134 | (11.D) | - -
Had school education| 103 | (77.6) - -
No school education | 30 | (22.4) - -
Age 187 - 45.1 |(15.1)
Monthly income($) 144 - 31.3 |(58.5)

36
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? Classification of Respondents?

Classification of the group

CLTS
participant
P N

Iatrine Iatrine Iatrine latrine

@0@0

Over 75
points
Under 75
points
e e I
:
No correlation | p=0s97

39

~ Tless than75]

SC score
I'more 75 points] °

41

Correlation education &
defecate place scores

No
educated/
primary
educated

Secondary
school and
more

pSignificatant level

p=0.003 (p<0.05)

Blg difference place between group of No
educated/primary educate and secondary
44

B Latrine Open Defecation

Conclusion

Hypothesis®
“Building latrine” &“SC”
are correlated

’ Hypothesis@
X‘Gontinuous latrine use” & “SC”
{ are correlated

Hypothesis®
O‘Participation in CLTS” & “SC”

are correlated

46

A =Bc(participation in
CLTS)

| Trust | 886 (| Trust | 90.1 |
particpation| 514
participation ) participation

p=0.014

(p<0.05) p=0.023 (p<0.05)

Significant Correlation: Network, Social
participation and participate in CLTS
43

Correlation education & SC scores

ovr s [ISEIONN 47,0
o TR 22.2

. o =S > - om G o oo

m  No educated/ Secondary school
primary educated and more p=0.051

educated and group of secondary school/and more

It is expected that group of No educated/primary
have significant difference
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Timor-Leste Symposium

How can we improve
Waterworks & Sewerage?

Ocha-Timor2012

Our motivation

* We were interested in 1000-toilet project
* Water sanitation is essential for everyone

Improve the water environment

N

Improve the health status

N

Contribute to economic development

First...
we are describing
Sewerage

‘1000 toilets project’

»Qutline

* UNICEF started this project with nepia, a
Japanese company from 2008 in the rural
areas.

* They have already built the toilets for 3600
households.

Ref. Mnepia 1000toilets project Jhttp://1000tailets.com/

‘1000 toilets project’

»Problems o

* Proper practice of hygiene must prevail
among people.

* People who need toilets should acquire
toilet making skills.

* UNICEF & nepia cannot offer enough
aftercare maintenance. Therefore, some

toilets are no longer in use.
Ref. Mnepia 1000toilets project Jhttp://1000toilets.com/

The situation of sanitation

* How many people can use sanitary toilets?

-the coverage of toilets

urban: about 60% , rural: about 30%
(accessed in 2008 by World Health Organization)

* How about others?

-especially in rural areas,

voiding outside (near a house or a pigsty)

->let people’s excretions lie

=poor sanitation (bad influences on water supply)

WaterAid Australia

* |n 2011/2012, WaterAid’s
total program expenditure was
about $1 million

* Aims to achieve the MDG targets.

* Helps the construction and management
for sustainable sanitation infrastructure.

i Trmar e i sema Blopipet

Ref. 12/11/2012 i ia” hitp://) ; P i/

National Progress

« +200,000 persons need to gain access to
improved sanitation to achieve the MDGs
* The GoRDTL has increased investment in
the water and sanitation sector
USS$3.5 million (2009) = USS20 million (2012)
* The GoRDTL is working with development
partners to develop national strategic
sanitation

Ref. 12/11/2012 “Sanitation and Water for AllY http://www.sanitationandwaterforall.org/
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The United Nations

* COMPASIS is a three-year project conducted
from 2010-2013.

= UNICEF intends to change the community
sanitation strategy to be more sustainable.

* The UNICEF WASH component will support 10
water supply systems, 10 school latrine and
hygiene facilities, and improved sanitation
facilities for 300 families.

Ref. 12/12/2012 *COMPASIS Mid-Term Evaluation * http://www.unicef.org/

Maintenance problems

»Problems

* People do not have accurate knowledge

- Some people fill toilet pans with stones
and leaves

* Only a few homes have their toilets
->Who takes care of the toilet?
—>How does he take care of the toilet?

The role of people

(MDLocal committee
—>They can diffuse the knowledge of toilets.

@The owners of their toilets

=>They can be group leaders in their villages.

SUSTAINABLE USE

The GOAL s ...

Building Nets itself

Proper practice &  Sustainable use

awareness

-All the villagers who use the toilets
i i NECESSARY
should maintain them. kriowlesge ECESSAR skills
ACTIVITIES for SUSTAINABLE USE However...

Corporation ~ CSR activities
“POOP CLASS” for children

Local NGO ~ CLTS Approach [N
Sanitation & hygiene education s %2} §

* CLTS approach does not lead to sustainable use
of toilets in long term.

=g L “GAp

* The conscious of inhabitants and
the perspective of supporters do not link well
* Thus,
we want to see the gap between them in Timor

R
Next...
we are describing g

Waterworks

&

Drinking water & supply

* Access to an improved drinking source
2001 : 48%-> 2010 : 66% (Rural 57%)
* Main source of drinking water
Urban : household taps 42%
Rural : awell or spring 25%




Main source of
drinking water

Figure 1
a5
40
35
30
25
20
15 m Total
10 W Urban
5 W Rural
1]
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& S e

& U5

Problems

* Time of accessing to water
* Sustaining projects

* The close connection between water
supply and human contamination

- higher rates of childhood mortality and
morbidity in rural areas

Waterworks in Dili

* Situations
*The waterworks has already built
(This was built by the support of JICA)
*The water supply is often cut off

Problems in Dili

* The waterworks is not maintained well.
->A leak of water and water pollution
happens

¢ Anillegal act (cutting water pipes) is occurred.
-People in suburbs can use the water of
waterworks.

Waterworks in Rural areas

National guidelines : challenging
*30~60 L per person per day

*water points within 100M

Making Water User Group

—>DNSAS (National Directorate of
Water and Sanitation Services)
recommendation

* For Repairs
« collect user fees for maintenance
* ensure equitable Access to services

Problem 1

* Not successful

*community-management
=functioning systems
->inadequate maintenance

* Policies
*missing
*remain in draft form only

Problem 2

» External support
=government / local private enterprise

* Relation between sectors
*regular sector coordination meetings
*lack of communication
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What can we do
as a Japanese student?

Keep studying about Timor

Inform Japanese people about Timor

Hold meetings with other universities to share
the information

Purchase the products of the companies that
support the improvement of the hygiene in Timor

Monitor CSR activities
Donate to reliable local/international NGO

References

* Figurel is from Census 2011

* http://www.tls.searo.who.int/LinkFiles/Home
NATIONAL STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN
_2011-2030.pdf

= http://www.wateraid.org/documents/plugin_
documents/timor_leste.pdf

—

Thank you for listening!!
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The Influence of Child Labor on the Educational Achievement and Quality of Life of
Children: A Case Study of the Philippines

BA DKL A RFEREGE - NESACAIRFBARTER - AR R 2R K
HERFa—2 - EATHEE 2 4
HFNOE 2

M Abstract

Human security seeks to improve the development ability of all people through
universal primary completion. Child labor has been recognized as one of the factors
for school dropout. The high rate of dropout is a particularly serious problem in
the Philippines

The study aimed to answer the following questions: (1) Are there any
differences in educational achievement or the quality of 1ife (QOL) among children
employed in various areas or types of work? (2) How are the behavior and health
conditions of children affected if they start working? We adopted questionnaires
and interviews as the methods of study. Forty—two children in Calahunan and forty
children in Oton answered questionnaires about their school and working conditions
or QOL. Further, seven parents of working children and three elementary school
teachers in each area were interviewed.

The findings revealed that the effects of working on QOL differed across the
areas where working children lived. However, in both areas, working had a negative
effect on children’ s relationships with friends. Moreover, children became sick
easily after they started working. Further, their attendance decreased, their grades
declined, and they had less time to complete homework. These negative influences

on academic achievement possibly discouraged children from attending school. There

were also differences between parents’ attitudes toward their children’ s employment.

Some parents in Calahunan did not consider work to be beneficial for children’ s
development, others in Oton believed that working could serve as good training for
children to become responsible in the future

To enable children to continue attending school, it is important not only to
reduce their burden but also to maintain the quality of education. School should
not inconvenience children regardless of whether or not they are working. Therefore,

teachers must support the school life of working children. Further, parents’
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attitude toward their children’ s employment or schooling is an important factor
influencing children’ s decisions. Poor families require not only economic support

but also opportunities to realize the value of school education.
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Promoting Gender Equality by Local Women’s NGOs in Post-Conflict Reconstruction

Role of National Women’s Congress in East Timor

MR BE T
BIRDOKZF RN SACAIEB A TERL 2 = o & —"EERIFERE D2

For countries in post-conflict situations, the United Nations and international donors
have been providing state-building assistance that focuses on institutional building,
such as the creation of a constitution and an electoral law to establish the rule of law
and democracy. Some previous studies have pointed out that rebuilding governmental
institutions also provide an opportunity to create gender-sensitive governmental laws
and policies. In order to identify those opportunities and determine how and by whom
they are used, this research analyzes the role of the national women’s congress in East
Timor as a case study. Since 2000, in East Timor, a national women’s congress has been
held by local women’s NGOs every four years for women in the Timor-Leste region in
order to provide an opportunity for them to share their experiences, discuss and identify
gender issues, and prioritize them on the national agenda. Each congress developed a
plan of action addressing gender issues in all areas, which was submitted to the
government for implementation. The fourth congress will be held in June 2013 to
consider the achievements and obstacles of implementation of the Plan of Action East
Timor Women 2008-2012, and to revise the plan of action for the next four years. In this
field research, I interviewed relevant persons, such as the fourth congress organizing
committee members in order to observe the evaluation strategy of the plan of action
2008-2012 and the preparation of the fourth congress. This research found that in 2002,
after Timor-Leste gained independence, the number of women’s NGOs has increased.
Since then, the national women’s congress and its plan of action have been playing a
pivotal role in their united effort as they shared their experiences and identified
necessary government laws and policies to eliminate gender discrimination and the
organizations concerned that implement them. Thanks to the experience of national
women’s congress, local women’s NGOs have been able to lobby government
organizations to integrate a gender perspective into the newly established of laws and

policies in the process of post-conflict state-building.
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