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The Reality of Inland Rural China from a Gender Perspective

- Focusing on Changes in Rural-Urban Relations under the “New-Type Urbanization Policy”
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Although China has experienced economic growth since the reform and opening-up policies were
implemented, the economic disparity between rural and urban areas, especially between inland and

coastal areas, has become more pronounced.This study focuses on X County in Hubei Province,
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which is located in the central interior and has been left behind in the rapid economic development
of China since the transition to a market economy, to explore how inland rural residents experienced
the government's policies toward rural areas from a micro perspective.

The findings show that the government's rural policy has indeed changed the living environment of
inland rural villages for the better. While villagers credit the improvement of infrastructure for
turning their village environment around, others said that the government has invested too much
money in infrastructure development. In addition, the optimization of infrastructure is not directly
related to an increase in farmers' income. Income from migrant labor is the main source of income
for rural residents.On the other hand, policies that exclude older migrant workers from the urban
construction industry tend to force older migrant workers from rural areas (hereafter referred to as
"returning farmworkers") to return to rural areas. They are caught in the uncertainty of maintaining
their livelihoods.While older peasants (mostly born in the 70s) return to the countryside, the younger
generation continues to buy houses in county towns (the seat of the county people's government, the
smallest of the cities) and cities. As a result, fewer and fewer young people remain in rural areas, and
the problem of population outflow is becoming more and more serious. In particular, the soaring real
estate prices in the cities and the development of the county town economy under the new township
policy have discouraged many of the children of peasant farmers born in the 1970s (most of whom
were born in the 1990s) from remaining in the countryside.

Furthermore, the burden on women who remain in rural areas remains heavy, often requiring both

free domestic labor and wage labor.
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Social Participation Practices of Female Buddhist - Ethnographic Survey from a Gender Perspective
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(F£30)
In Buddhism, there has been criticism directed at its extremely discriminatory nature towards female,
citing the eight precepts (attha garudhamma) that female monks must adhere to about male monks. On
the other hand, in recent years, amid calls for gender equality around the world, there has been a
noticeable trend within Buddhist temples and Buddhists themselves to introspectively reconsider the
male-centric nature of Buddhism. Efforts are being made to elevate the status of marginalized female
monks and chief priest’s families (Kawahashi 2012). This movement is particularly prominent in
Taiwanese Buddhism. In Taiwan, there are many cases of highly educated Bhikkhuni(A woman who

has received the precepts that monks must follow, men are Bhikkhus), and there are examples of these
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women leading the various social participation practices not only in Taiwan but also in other parts of
the world through overseas missionary work, and trying to take Buddhism into a new dimension. This
research focuses on A Mountain in Taiwan, which is one example. From a gender perspective, this
report focuses on the female Buddhist Institute of A Mountain, which is located in K City in southern
Taiwan, and trains missionary personnel, aims to clarify how A Mountain cultivates missionary
personnel and how this is linked to the social participation practices of female monks. This
investigative study, first, compiled the establishment background, objectives, and developmental
history of A Mountain’s Buddhist institute through data collection. Additionally, participation
observation and interview research have revealed the institute's daily schedule, syllabi, curriculum,
and way of class. It was observed that the institute strictly segregates genders within its spaces, but
also emphasizes a combination of practical and theoretical teachings, showcasing the potential to

foster leadership among female students in the Buddhist institute.
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Food knowledge, food attitudes of people at risk of malnutrition in Ugandan refugee areas and their

relationship with NGO organizations
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(FE30)
This study is aimed to investigate the food knowledge and food taboos of the refugee population in
northern Uganda, as well as the differences in opinions between Japanese NGOs and their partner local
NGOs, and between NGOs and the refugee population, in order to find hints for future sustainable
intervention by international cooperation organizations. This study was conducted with six local

refugees and one Japanese NGO staff member, and five local NGOs. The results showed that there
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was insufficient food knowledge among the refugees, and as food taboos, pregnant women sometimes
think she should not to consume brown beans and okra. Because brown beans are an important source
of protein in the food aid supplies provided to refugees by the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), so nutrition education for refugees is needed as a future response. There were
also differences of opinion between Japanese and local NGOs regarding their reasons for participating
in their activities and their expectations of their respective organizations. However, a desire to improve
the speed of progression of activities was seen in both groups. Furthermore, both supporters (Japanese
and local NGOs) and recipients (refugees) had the same goal in terms of self-reliance. These findings
suggest that in the future, Japanese NGOs and local NGOs should have the same level of motivation
and speed up their activities and provide incentives to support refugees in environmental and

educational aspects so that they can sustainably become self-reliant without NGO support.
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BEHOFEGHRREE DA L H N~V RIZEIT D HEEREFRIHA OB B+ 5%
Survey on the Impact of Socioeconomic Status on Mental Health
among Adolescents and Parents

KEBEN B SRR A e R
ANFIFEERFHEL D3 2 IF
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(Fn30)
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FC, AERBEIHALIE A VX NNANVARTEICE 5K BEROF T, BEELRERO—2 LY
Ex %5, L., tSBEHIAIA A v H N~V ARREIC 8B A 5.2 A A B = X ATARTE
IR STV, ED720 . ARFEIIHSREFE N & A X L~ L R & DRI 4 B
LT HZEEZEME LTS,

PERRND, REEDOIZEALEN D) TEE, TEHFMFR, FMER, B @2
T DOV TRF) 25FEL ;2) FEHETHY 5 3) FEOHINDS 8 Tt (K
160000 ) LLFTH D Z Enmhotc, o T, BEAICHD & i OASREN
AT E < 7e WV E S 2 D08, < ORI TAIIHESREIHM S ENETH D) &
L TNDZ ERENT, ZRUICK LT, FELOFTIE TAS TS RFHIHIAL
BWETHD] LWVIBHEFF> TWDBANRELNZ EIVRENT,

WIZ, AU BN~V D MiiE R 2 LIRS, B A X2 /L~ )L AL T
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(FE30)
Mental health issues have drawn adequate attention in contemporary society. Over the past decade,
there has been an ongoing effort to decode the underlying causes of this subject matter, particularity
within the realm of psychology. Amongst the most significant factors investigated by researchers
over the years, socioeconomic status emerges as a significant determinant. This is especially salient
in the context of China, where the widening wealth gap since the 1980s has underscored the pivotal
role of socioeconomic status in mental health outcomes. However, despite the strong association

discovered in between, the precise mechanisms through which the socioeconomic states impacts
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metal health remains vague. This promotes the proposed investigation to shed light on the intrinsic
dynamic.

One intriguing fact found based on the survey data is the distinctive gap between parents’ and
children’s perceptions on households’ socioeconomic status. Parents from those households are
judged as having moderate socioeconomic status based on three factors: 1) They graduated from
either “high school, technical secondary school, secondary vocational technical school, or technical
school" or "university,”; 2) They are employed as workers; 3) They have a monthly household
income of less than 8,000 yuan (approximately 160,000 yen). However, a significant portion of
parents perceive themselves as possessing a high socioeconomic status. Conversely, among their
children, a notable proportion harbor the perception of belonging to a lower socioeconomic stratum.
Subsequent examination of mental health outcomes unveils that the majority of parents exhibit good
mental well-being. In contrast, an analysis of children's mental health paints a different picture,

indicating a substantial proportion experiencing suboptimal mental wellness.
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(COVID-19) 12K bDIZ72o7=(4 7V A2 2022) (K1) , LiL, BEOAEE-7=
bbb, R 16 OE MK THEMENT. [~A 2 RV RET 2 E—A T
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D3, DOREFDIREEN T2 LRl o 003 TR ZEUC D EFZAT-AN 41% B &
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FOAEEICBT S T v T REB LB RKER OBRFEEE - BB RBEEORE
Development Assistance and Overseas Migrant Economic Issues in the Aftermath of

the COVID-19 Outbreak and Natural Disasters in the Kingdom of Tonga
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KUMEKDOFBELEZ T T, EOLICELLEZONETRDL Z L2 AREORNE Lz,
HTIE, N EEHOBERED 1 D ThHL= U 7 BIZT, P&l v ¥ B a— S 5H5%
fTolee AV F B a—fRE LT, KB L OBEHIES LB RIIE NN, = o7
BLVWOBEZBHICLERAMES 2R TV D BRIID R -7, BRI 2 FREED
PEICHE ST ERO—HIL, BRICH LB SN 7T, b TERF R HREE L 729 R
WFEL 72 EOZALR R bz, BIIETIE, Fililaa - o A4 L ZA~DEYE TR L Wo okt b
72 RUT Iy 7 URIOAEIRIZRE > T e, £z, FHIGEED b o TSIk E < Hk
LTWb—J, FoHENESTEIZBIT 2 MM AR EWolc b SEBREEL TS, 20
fiEZ T, ERE R WD FEEA EZETHAIE LN, SBOMEORELE 725,

(FE30)

In some parts of the South Pacific Island countries, permanent immigrants living outside of home
countries and seasonal workers who travel to Australia and New Zealand to earn money play an
important role in supporting the national economy. In the Kingdom of Tonga, the number of personal
remittances received as a percentage of GDP was 46.2% in 2021 (THE WORLD BANK 2024c), and
people's livelihoods are supported by what they earn abroad. The purpose of this study is to examine
how the lives of people in the Kingdom of Tonga, which has had such a high level of international
interaction, have been affected by the lockdown caused by the COVID-19 outbreak from 2020 and the
eruption of the Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha'apai submarine volcano in January 2022. In this research, the
researcher conducted semi-structured interviews and participant observation on the ‘Eua Island, one

of the remote islands in the Kingdom of Tonga. As a result of the interviews, although some
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interviewees expressed difficulties in obtaining food and drinking water, few interviewees felt
inconvenienced because of the remote location. Some of the victims who lost their houses by the
Tsunami now live in new houses provided by the Tongan government in newly developed areas on the
island. They returned to their pre-pandemic lifestyle without any prevention against the COVID-19
outbreak. While seasonal workers are making a significant contribution to Tongan society, nowadays
there are also social problems such as a shortage of human resources in various areas in Tonga. For
future research, the researcher will discuss whether intervention with the means of international aid is

the most beneficial approach to solve this issue.
2. BIHFAAHIM - 202442 H20 H~3 A8 H
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(Migration) |2k %54 (Remittance) . ¥4+ K —I2 X 2 EEEEED) (Aid). & LT, Bl
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PR OWOHIR T | BOTEH & Z D AR X TR & OIS E D R ST
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THE WORLD BANK 2024a. GNI per capita, Atlas method (current US$).
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD?locations=TO (4
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THE WORLD BANK 2024b. Personal remittances, received (current US$) — Tonga.
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BX.TRF.PWKR.CD.DT?end=2022&locations=TO&start=
1971&view=chart (FA4H% H @ 2024 453 J] 21 H)

THE WORLD BANK 2024c. Personal remittances, received (% of GDP) - Tonga
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BX. TRF.PWKR.DT.GD.ZS?locations=TO

THE WORLD BANK 2024d. Population, total — Tonga.
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