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“For What Purpose Do Japanese People Learn English” - H. Tamura



For What Purpose
Do Japanese People
Learn English?

English learning and Inequality in
Contemporary Japan

H. Tamura
Ochanomizu University

Outline

@ Introduction

@ English in the Japanese Education

@ English and Employment

@ Conclusion




English ability and
soclal inequality
In Japan
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Education System

Elementary School - Compulsory

- English Class:
Graded
Junior High School 12-15 Compulsory
High School 15-18
4 —

T
University @i

Why This Topic?

‘ Personal experience:
entrance exams & job

hunting

. Academic background
valued in Japan

English increasingly
‘ Important in global
society

Primary Year 1-6 Compulsory
school

Secondary Year 7-10 Compulsory
school
Senior Year 11-12
school



University Admission Systems: Japan vs Australia
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e National Common Test e Based on ATAR
(standardized exam) + individual e Rank-based evaluation (position
university exams compared to other students)

e Score-based evaluation (test
results determine acceptance)

English in Entrance Examinations

\l/

N e Reading & listening focus
e Grammar & vocabulary
e Speaking tests rare
e English is a key subject




Educational Inequality

Key Context
e Entrance examination competition is highly intense

Educational Gaps

. . . TR = T
e Access to resources varies depending on location %
e Additional learning costs outside formal education

Nﬂ‘a'_/w!u i
English learning_opportunities may depend —
O on social and economic resources,

Job Hunting Culture in Japan

e New graduate recruitment system

e Job hunting starts in Year 3
e TOEIC widely used

*toeic.




English Learning After Employment
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“Study Sapuri”’: focuses on speaking
and listening skills.

“Speak”: Al-based conversation practice

English Ability and Income Differences

Correlation between English speaking skill based on CFER and annual income

Below A2 = Avobe B1
1000

e People with CEFR B1 or
higher for English
speaking skills may earn
approximately ¥1,000,000
more annually

750

500

250

20s 30s 40s Above 50s

Generations

(RareJob Inc., English Learning Awareness Survey, 2022)
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English ability may influence:
e University admission

e Career opportunities Z}
* Income levels ﬂrf\l/

Thank you for your attention !
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