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Message from the Founder 
 

First of all, the International Student Forum is based on the Multilingual & 
Multicultural Cyber Consortium (MMCC). It was established in 2009, and consists of 
students from eight universities in eight countries around the world. 

The Forum was initiated in 2012, one year after the Great East Japan Earthquake 
unexpectedly occurred, and aims for students to discuss and think about world-wide 
issues from a global perspective beyond their national borders, languages, and cultures. 
This year we are holding the 7th Forum, or the 9th if those ones which was held overseas are 
included. 

Fortunately, the Forum was accepted as one of the short-stay programs by 
JASSO this year such as the previous Forums. Thanks to the financial support of JASSO, 
we were able to invite 14 students from nine universities in eight countries. As a result, 
we were able to increase the number of participants from our partner universities in South 
America and North Europe. In addition, this is the first time for us to hold the Forum in 
English, instead of Japanese, as the ruling language. 

On a daily basis, the MMCC has been conducting various virtual exchange 
programs via a video conferencing system. It is significant in order to globalize the 
environment of our campus. However, a virtual environment has limitations on 
developing our students’ global minds and their international viewpoints. Therefore, I 
determined to provide an opportunity and invite students from overseas to meet, discuss, 
and work with our students directly once a year. I hope that it works in a good way not 
just to foster our students as global citizens, but also to provide them a chance to take 
the initiative to organize and operate an international event by themselves. I believe that 
it will become a valuable experience for reflecting on and working together for world 
peace with students from all over the world. 

The keyword of the 7th Forum is "movement". Unfortunately, there are children who 
were bullied by their classmates because they moved from Fukushima, where nuclear 
power plants exploded because of the great earthquake. These children were forced 
to evacuate their hometowns, but there are cases where they are not been welcomed. 
We recognize this “movement” as a forced mobility and relate it with emigrants 
and refugees around the world who had to leave their hometowns for any number of 
reasons, such as war, disaster, political oppression, and religious persecution. Not a few 
of them suffer from discrimination. 

If we want to solve these problems, a citizenship education for living 
harmoniously beyond borders, including languages, cultures, races and religions, will be 
necessary. The 7th Forum will, I believe, provide students with an opportunity to discuss 
and think about this issue. This Forum has been established not only by faculty members, 
but also Derek Matsuda Associate Fellow, and our students, who have voluntarily prepared 
this forum. I really want to express my gratitude to them. 

In the end, I hope all the participants who are going to join the Forum get a new 
point of view and foster their abilities to work as a multicultural group during the 
program. 

 
Founder of the International Student Forum Prof. 
Shin MORIYAMA 
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The Goal of the Forum 
 
 
These days, there are children that are suffering of bullying at schools 
because they moved from Fukushima due to the Great East Japan 
Earthquake. We also can see that refugees from Middle East are not treated 
fairly in Europe. It is not fair that people that were forced to be moved from 
their hometown are being discriminated, and this is becoming a global 
issue. In the 7th International Student Forum, we want that students to 
discuss and learn by each other from many points of view about this issue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Participant Universities 
 
 

Busan University of Foreign Studies (Korea)  
Charles University (Czech) 
King’s College London (UK) 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology (Norway) Smith 
College (USA) 
TU Wien (Austria) 
University of Sao Paulo (Brazil) 
University of Warsaw (Poland) 
Vassar College (USA) 
(Alphabetical Order)  

Ochanomizu University (Japan) 
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MEMBERS 
 

 
Partner Universities’ Students 

 
 

Busan University of Foreign Studies Oh Hwajin 
 
 

Lee Jookyung 
 

 

Charles University Kovarova Martina 

Suchanek Jonas 

King’s College London Undlien Silje 
 
 

Afiq Fitri Bin Alias 
 
 
Norwegian University of 
Technology and Natural Science 

 
Wistveen Lena 

 
 

Smith College Nagy Elizabeth 
 

 

Pendlebury Elizabeth 
 
 

TU Wien Dumitru Anna 
 

 

University of Sao Paulo Simomoto Patricia 
 
 

University of Warsaw Pienkowska Sara 
 

 

Krukowska Agata 
 
 

Vassar College Quinones Zuheily 
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Ochanomizu University Students 
 

Risa Aoyagi                       Liberal Arts and Humanities 2nd year 

Chiemi Shima                   Liberal Arts and Humanities 2nd year 

Rikako Imai                         Languages and Culture 2nd year 

Chihiro Kosaka                   Languages and Culture 2nd year 

Shiho Takiguchi                  Languages and Culture 2nd year 

Sumika Machida                 Languages and Culture 2nd year 

Saki Yamashita                   Languages and Culture 2nd year 

Yuna Shimbo                   Human and Social Science 2nd year 

Saranya   Meyner                 Human and Social Science 2nd year 

Ayane Mimori              Human-Environmental Science 1st year 

Machiko Mizuki                           Biology 2nd year 

Hikaru Kinjyo                     Languages and Culture 4th year 

 Miho Goto                           Languages and Culture 2nd year 

Misaki Shioya                      Languages and Culture 2nd year 

Shiho Kasai                          Languages and Culture 2nd year 

Keika Kawagoe                    Languages and Culture 2nd year 
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Program 
 
 

7 February, Wed. CHECK-IN 
8 February, Thurs. Opening Ceremony 

Orientation 
Campus Tour 
Welcome Party 

9 February, Fri. Study Tour 1 
“Japanese Overseas Migration” 
Japanese Overseas Migration Museum, 
Yokohama City 

10 February, Sat. Study Tour 2 
“Disasters in Japan” 
The Tokyo Rinkai Disaster Prevention 
Park, Tokyo 

11 February, Sun. Tokyo Tour 
(Three courses are prepared) 

12 February, Mon. Lecture Day 
“The War and Japanese Migration” 
By Dr. Mariko Iijima 

13 February, Tues. International Student Symposium 1 

14 February, Wed. International Student Symposium 2 

15 February, Thurs. Closing Ceremony 
Farewell Party 

16 February, Fri. CHECK-OUT 
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STUDY TOUR 1 
 
 
 
Japanese Overseas Migration Museum 

 
More than a century has passed since the Japanese first emigrated overseas. 
The number of Japanese emigrants and their descendants abroad exceeds 
million, at present. Over the past decade, approximately 300,000 of these 
descendants and their families have come to Japan to work or to study. 
In light of this situation, the Japan International Cooperation Agency(JICA) 
has established Japanese Overseas Migration Museum in an effort to promote 
greater understanding of the history of Japanese overseas migration. 
The exhibit primarily features Central and South American countries, 
where JICA’s contribution is an integral part of migration activities after 
World War . It also portrays the Japanese emigrants of North 
America(including Hawaii), which is essential to understand the migration 
to Central and South America. 
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STUDY TOUR 2 
 
 
The Tokyo Rinkai Disaster Prevention Park 

 
In the event of a large-scale disaster, such as an earthquake centered below 
Tokyo, The Tokyo Rinkai Disaster Prevention Park acts as a central base of 
operations for disaster prevention in the Tokyo Metropolitan Area that 
houses emergency response facilities including local disaster management 
headquarters, as well as institutions that compile disaster-related 
information and coordinate emergency disaster measures. The park is also a 
disaster prevention facility that acts as a core base camp for regional 
assistance units and a base of support for disaster medical care that 
functions in an integrated manner with the Higashi Ogishima region 
(Kawasaki City) distribution control center. 

 



 

8 

 
 

Lecture Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Philippine Nikkeijin Diasporas 
 

Thinking a Sense of Home and Belonging through Migrations 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Mariko Iijima 
 
 
 
Summary 

 
 
 

The Asia-Pacific war caused serious damage to the Japanese immigration 
community in Davao, the Philippines. Some of them were forced to repatriate to 
their ancestral homeland right after the war, others reluctantly remained in the 
Philippines and encountered discrimination after WWII. By looking at various 
migrations of these two groups of people between Japan and the Philippines 
from 1945 to the present, this lecture examines a complicated and multifaceted 
sense of home and belonging of transnational migrants. 

 
 
 
 
 

Date: 12 February 2018 (Mon) 10:00-11:30 
 
 

Avenue: Room 304, Inter-Faculty Building 1 
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Refugees in Korea 
 

Jookyung Lee, Hwajin Oh 
Busan University of Foreign Studies 

 
 
 
Introduction 
1) Definition of Refugee 

・A person who is forced to flee and is unable/unwilling to return to his/her country 
of nationality due to war, persecution, or violence. 

 

2) Background and Motivation 
・Became aware of the worldwide refugee crisis after watching a documentary by 
Ai Weiwei 
・Found an interest in a TV program promoting a positive shift in perspective on 
foreign immigrants in Korea 
・Learned about the refugee crisis, one of the major issues today. 
・Comprehended the divided state and North Korea’s problems. 

 
3) Research Questions 

・What is the current state of the refugee situation in Korea or how is Korea dealing 
with the global issue of the refugee crisis? 
・How have refugee admissions and resettlement policies improved in Korea? 
・In what ways are Korean government and society making efforts to help refugees 
resettle in Korea? 

 

4) Methodology 
・Literature Review 
・Public Data 
・Interview and Survey 
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Migration in Czechia 
 
 
 

Martina Kovářová, Jonáš Suchánek 
Charles University 

 
 

Background of the issue 
Czechia was mostly an immigration country until the beginning of the 19th century. 
With the beginning of the industrial revolution in 1850, emigration tendencies started to 
rise in Czechia and continued until the First World War. After the Second World War 
and with the rise of communism, Czechia got into a very specific stagnant migration 
period. On one hand, a lot of people left the country in a search of a better life in 
neighboring countries and worldwide. On the other hand, the outflow of emigrants was 
compensated by the inflow of work related migrants from other communist countries. 
The situation completely changed after the Velvet revolution in 1989 and the number of 
migrants rose up. As for the immigration, Czechia was mostly playing a role of a transit 
country at that time. Eventually, Czechia started to attract more migrants as the 
economic attributes of the country started to develop. This time was also very specific 
and characterized by re-emigration of former Czech people. With the entry of Czechia  
to European Union in 2004, the conditions for migration changed. In 2015, Europe 
faced the unexpected enormous wave of refugees and perception of certain foreigners 
worsened. Nowadays, the spatial distribution of foreigners in Czechia is quite unequal. 
Most of them are living in the capital city or neighboring regions on the north of the 
country. Moreover, there is a polarized public opinion across the European Union on 
the immigration crisis in 2015. Its determinants will be further analyzed and discussed. 

 
 
 
Research questions 
・How did historical issues affect migration situation in Czechia? 
・What are the main push and pull factors for migrants? 
・How migration crisis in Europe influenced the current political situation in Czechia? 
・What is the spatial distribution of foreigner in Czechia and what are its determinants? 
・What are the main differences between the voluntary and forced migration in the case 
of Czechia? 

 

Methodology of you research Analysis of secondary literature. 

Data and Evidences 
DRBOHLAV, D. et al. (2009): The Czech Republic: On Its Way from Emigration to 
Immigration Country. IDEA Working Papers. P. 125 
MUDDE, C. (2007): Populist Radical Right Parties in Europe. Cambridge University 
Press. p. 385 
DOSTÁL, P., JELEN, L. (2017): Pressures of the 2017 Immigration Crisis: Explaining 
Polarized Public Opinion Across the European Union. Charles University. Faculty of 
Science.   p. 37 
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Comparative analysis on how Singapore and Norway have responded to its respective 
regional humanitarian crises 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Afiq Fitri and Silje Undlien 
King’s College London 

 
 
 
 
Short summary: 

 
 
 
 
In this presentation we will explore and compare the various political discourses in the 
field of refugee and asylum policy in Norway and Singapore. We will highlight the 
generally hesitant, but uneven European response to the crisis in Syria, as well as place 
the specific Norwegian response within the context of its European, national and 
international identity. Turning to Singapore, we will examine the city state’s response (or 
lack thereof) to the Rohingya crisis and explore the various historical precedents 
underpinning its closed-door policy towards refugees which has remained unchanged  
for decades. We will then explore alternative policies to foster debate amongst the 
forum’s participants. In all, we don’t seek to draw simplistic parallels between two 
vastly different countries and its respective refugee policies. Instead, we will present 
how each country has responded to humanitarian crises on polar opposites of the planet, 
and explore what we can learn from one another towards a historical approach to public 
policy implementation. 
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Emigration to the richest country in the world 
– a matter of compassion and prejudice 

 
 

Wistveen Lena 
Norwegian University of Technology and Natural Science 

 

 
Background of the issue 
As a result of the civil war in Syria in 2011 Europe experienced an increase in the flow 
of refugees building up to a migration crisis in 2015. When the crisis hit Norway the 
welcome was mixed, while some did their best to help, others did not know whether to 
regard the refugees as economic migrants coming to Norway to exploit the welfare, 
extremist or actual refugees. The crisis showed how unprepared and somewhat 
unwilling the government emerged in a humanitarian crisis. The crisis also became a 
platform for people to spread misinformation about the refugees, their situation, religion 
and culture, causing prejudice and breeding ground for racism. In this presentation I will 
focus on the work of the government and how it affected the population, the attitude of 
the population and the function and consequences of social media and press. 

 

 
Research questions 

1. The governments immigration policy and the impact refugees had on the system 
and population 

2. The role of social media and press 
Methodology   
My methodology will be based on historical theory and method, where fact, reliable 
sources and source criticism is key points, which is crucial for achieving an 
understanding in this theme. I will be using both a qualitative and quantitative approach 
in order to understand the attitude of the sources and compare them with statistics. I will 
also compare this phenomenon to earlier migration situations using comparative 
methods. 

 

 
Evidences 
My charts, tables and statistics were gathered from NORAD – Directorate for 
Development Cooperation and SSB – Statistic Norway’s Information Centre. Regarding 
information about the refugees I used VG and Aftenposten, two of the biggest 
newspapers in Norway. They followed the refuges closely during 2015, both in Norway 
and Europe and is an important primary source. NRK – Norwegian Broadcasting 
Corporation, a source considered being critical and relatable. On information on the 
refugee policy and more I used www.regjeringen.no. A public information website 
where information and services from the government, ministries and the office of the 
Prime Minister are communicated to the public. 

 

http://www.regjeringen.no/
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Japan’s Nuclear Untouchables: 
A History of Victim Stigmatization in Japan 

 
 
 
 
 

E. Pendlebury and E. Nagy 
Smith College 

 
 
 

On March 11, 2011, the Fukushima nuclear reactors experienced meltdowns 
following a massive earthquake and tsunami. Thousands of residents from prefecture 
within a 20 km radius faced radiation exposure, and have since faced a daily struggle of 
health concerns, post traumatic stress, financial burdens and more. Victims have also 
faced social difficulties, and are stigmatized and treated as second-class citizens. This 
isn’t the first incident of such stigmatization in Japan’s history; hibakusha, victims of 
the 1945 atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, also experienced discrimination 
from their fellow citizens. Unaffected citizens feared and ostracized the hibakusha, 
assuming that they were tainted by radiation and could somehow spread it to others 
around them. A similar form of radiation fear is now being perpetrated against 
Fukushima victims today. 

This presentation, titled “Japan’s Nuclear Untouchables: A History of Victim 
Stigmatization in Japan”, seeks to explore the past and present occurrences of 
discrimination against radiation victims, and the similarities and differences between the 
experiences of the hibakusha and the current Fukushima victims. Using victim accounts, 
governmental and survey statistics collected regarding both events, and media about the 
victims from both 1945 and 2011, we hope to illuminate and better understand the 
trend of victim blaming in Japan. With this foundation, we will be able to speculate about 
potential solutions to help Fukushima victims integrate into society and minimize 
discrimination against them. 
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Europe as a multinational state: 
An examination of the historical interactions and their contemporary 

consequences 
 
 

Dumitru Anna 
TU Wien 

 
 

Background 
Europe has a long history of Völkerwanderung that shaped and changed the interactions 
between its inhabitants. As a result of this, the majority of the member-countries of the 
European Union have a multinational population. 
It is remarkable how so many different ethnicities are not only given the possibility to 
express their cultural heritage openly but have managed to live peacefully together. 
Nowadays, we see an increase in the cultural diversity, nevertheless, if we look back into 
history we will encounter different stages that lead to Europe becoming what it is today - 
a welcoming, non- judgemental community. 
Research Questions: 
oThe fundamentals of the European Union and what they stand for 
oThe causes of Völkerwanderung - focus on modern history 
oCase example Austria and its neighbours - historic people movements, problem 

areas, present-day comparison 
oPossible future development 
Methodology of Research 
I will be following two different research strategies: 

 
Firstly, I will deal in documents of different historical significance, reconstruct a concise 
series of movements, their causes and if they were voluntarily undertaken or forced. 
Secondly, the sociological approach with surveys, here I will try to emphasize the 
personal experiences and reasons for relocating, the differences first and second and 
following generations face, with which culture they identify. Moreover, I will present 
the current issue regarding the refugees and asylum seekers, how countries are dealing 
with these immense masses of people. 
Evidences 
Evidences can be found in different materials, for example: questionnaires, newspaper 
article, television reportage, running commentaries, scriptoria for historical accuracy, 
scientific books. 
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Is Brazil truly the place immigrants take it for? 
 
 
 

Simomoto Patricia 
University of Sao Paulo 

 
The background of the issue 

 
Brazil is not a country formed by one sole ethnicity. The current Brazilian population 

is a result of its colonization process, mostly by the European nations on the first 
centuries, and have only been more diversified, meaning Brazil have been a rather 
welcoming country for a long time. Not only there is an intense influx of foreigners, but 
there’s also significant internal migration due to the country’s size and disparities 
between regions. The changes of the migration policies in 2017 and new migratory 
tendencies since 2012 are currently the most discussed themes. 

 
 
 

Your research question(s) 
 

Data suggests that Brazil has been the main destination of many foreigners and 
migratory movements have been increasingly intensified. However, bad labor and health 
conditions have been frequent. With a rather turbulent political and social framework, is 
the country fit to host that many foreigners? Are the new policies really being applied? 

 
 
 

The methodology of your research 
 

The research was based on pre-existing data, mostly on articles and case studies from 
the academic field and articles from newspapers. For general information regarding the 
refugees and migration in Brazil, academic papers were used. For rather recent and 
specific information, different newspaper articles and case studies were assembled in 
order to obtain a clear picture of each situation. 

 
 
 

Evidences 
 

Most data used in this research has been extracted from the Brazilian Institute of 
Geography and Statistics (IBGE) and most case studies and newspaper articles have been 
based on qualitative interviews. 
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Refugees in Poland 
– Social environment issues and assistance programs. 

 
 
 
 

Pienkowska Sara, Krukowska Agata 
University of Warsaw 

 
 
Background 
Due to incautious migration policy of the European Union and dangerous situation in 
the Middle East and Africa, Europe is now facing a so-called “immigration crisis” – a 
multitude of problems connected to an increasing number of refugees who are looking 
for political asylum in other countries. In September 2015 UE’s countries’ governments 
set two-year program of refugees’ relocation in which Poland took part as well 
(agreeing to accept few thousands of coming refugees). However, in Poland’s case, the 
program encounter many difficulties caused, among other things, by public mood and 
harsh politics of some of the parties. 
Research Questions 

 
‐    Who is “a refugee” according to Polish law? 
‐     What is Polish refugees policy like? 
‐    What myths about refugees are functioning in collective consciousness of Poles? 
‐    What are some basic information and statistics on refugees in Poland? 
‐     What is Pole’s attitude towards refugees like? 
‐    What difficulties may a refugee encounter after coming to Poland? 
‐    What do refugees’ reception and asylum procedures in Poland look like? 
‐     What kind of help are refugees given in Poland? 
‐    What places and organizations are providing aid for refugees in Poland? 
‐    What volunteering activities come to refugees’ aid? 

 
Methodology 
We were doing our research on the basis of statistics, reports and data published by 
Urząd do Spraw Cudzoziemców (Office for Foreigners), the latest news about refugees 
in media, information found on websites dedicated to refugees connected topics and 
issues such as Uchodzcy.info, as well as on our own experiences. 
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Five Months after Maria  
 
 

Quinones Zuheily 
Vassar College 

 

Background 
When the 7th International Student Forum begins, it will have been five months since Hurricane 
Maria devastated the island of Puerto Rico. Maria, a category 5 hurricane considered the deadliest 
of the 2017 Atlantic hurricane season, caused major structural damage to Puerto Rico’s 
infrastructure and completely destroyed the island’s electrical grid. As a result, countless Puerto 
Ricans have been forced to either find a way to survive on their own or migrate in droves to cities 
in the continental United States where they are considered unwelcome. 
Research Questions 

 
➢ How are the victims of these natural disasters coping and rebuilding? 

 
➢ How quick and helpful was the aid response to each of the areas majorly affected by the 

hurricanes? 
 

➢ How are the people migrating and immigrating due to the impact of these hurricanes 
being treated? 

➢ What can be done to help? 

Methodology 
I will research these questions using data from major news distributors in the United States and 
Puerto Rico. I will also conduct interviews with people who remain on the island and people who 
have been forced to migrate. I would like to contact aid organizations like Puerto Rico se Llevanta, 
FEMA, and the American Red Cross where possible as well. 
Evidence 
Hurricane Maria is the worst natural disaster to occur in Puerto Rico. The island has been 
suffering economically for decades and the hurricane caused an estimated $102 billion in 
damages. Relief efforts on the island have been delayed and minimal. The mayor of San Juan, 
Carmen Yulín Cruz, has even gone so far as to label the situation a humanitarian crisis. Major 
news distributors are now reporting that a Puerto Rican exodus of over 215,000 and counting is 
reshaping Orlando, Florida due to the island’s bleak situation months after the disaster. 
Works Cited 
Alvarez, Lizette. “A Great Migration From Puerto Rico Is Set to Transform Orlando.”Nytimes, 17 
Nov. 2017. 
Masters,  Jeff.  "Hurricane  Maria  Damage  Estimate  of  $102  Billion  Surpassed  Only  by 
Katrina."Weather Underground. The Weather Company, 22 Nov. 2017. Web. 07 Jan. 2018. 
Robles, Frances, Lizette Alvarez, and Nicholas Fandos. "In Battered Puerto Rico, Governer 
Warns of a Humanitarian Crisis." Nytimes. The New York Times, 25 Sept. 2017. Web. 
Vick, Karl. "A Land They No Longer Recognize: Desperation and Resilience in Hurricane-
Battered Puerto Rico." Time. Time, n.d. Web. 
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Hypergamy through international marriages in Japan 
- The way to a better life? 

 
 

 
 
 
Background 

Saranya Meyner 
Ochanomizu University 

On the topic of women who immigrate to Japan through marriage, it could be 
argued that this is in part caused by them seeking out better prospects abroad from what 
they can currently find in their home countries. This is sometimes studied in a context of 
“global hypergamy”. Especially in terms of economic prospects, it’s not strange that 
many women from for example China, the Philippines, South Korea, and so on seek 
better prospects in Japan. The problem is just that Japan officially doesn’t have any 
immigration, even though they are facing a severe workers shortage due to rural 
depopulation, an aging society and less children being born. This means that foreigners 
who want to live in Japan, and Japanese who are looking for workers and partners, have 
to find backways to get them in. One way for this is marriage. Especially in the 
countryside, farmers are having trouble marrying, and one way for them to get another 
helping hand and also potential heirs to take over the farm is to marry a foreign woman. 
The fact that there are less Japanese women willing to do farm work might be a 
testament to the fact that women now are less likely to want to do tiring, dangerous and 
“dirty” jobs. Since they don’t want to do jobs like farming, cleaning, or for example 
nursing the elderly, this is also something that foreign women might pick up. Foreign 
women are more and more taking up jobs in elderly care, and also cleaning. In the part 
time work sector like in convenience stores and fast food restaurants we can also see 
that there is a much higher instance of foreigners working. Another more insidious side 
to this is the entertainment and sex industry, where both trafficked and non-trafficked 
foreign women are taking on work that many Japanese women might not take one for 
even less pay. So in all work aspects, we can probably see foreign women taking up 
work that Japanese women are unable or unwilling to take. For many women, a 
marriage visa is a door in to Japan, the Japanese job market, and a better life, compared 
to their home countries. Many support their families back in their home countries 
through the money they can save up in Japan. This kind of mass migration, can it truly 
be called voluntary, or is it very much driven by necessity? 

 
Research Question 

 
What characteristics do international marriages between foreign women and Japanese 
men in Japan have? 

 
Methodology of Research 
Data will mainly be collected from official sources in the Japanese government and 
ministries. Making use of statistics from Japanese ministries we can identify: 

What type of work women do in Japan after marriage. 
Rate of marriage and divorce. 
Nationality of women getting married. 
Area in Japan to which they move. 
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The Problem of Ijime toward the pupils from Fukushima 
Hikari Kinjyo, Sumika Machida 

Ochanomizu University 
Backgrounds 
On 11th March in 2011, the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred, and Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power station was exploded. It forced many people to move to outside of Fukushima, and many 
pupils had been to change their school. However, they experienced offensive Ijime (Bullying in 
Japanese), and some of them killed themselves. These sorrowful facts have become the serious 
problem we must solve as soon as possible. 
Research Questions 
-What kind of Ijime did pupils from Fukushima experience? 
-What did the Boards of Education and the Japanese government do against Ijime? 
-What kind of lessons can we learn for from the comparison between Fukushima and other cases? 
Methodology 
We will use Literature survey method, and collect the data from the homepage of Japanese 
government, Boards of Education, and newspapers. Also, we will refer the previous study as much 
as we can. 
Evidences 
According to the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology-Japan(MEXT), 
there were 199 cases of Ijime toward pupils. Japanese government set Ijime prevention Promotion 
Act in 2013, but a junior high school student boy committed suicide in Fukushima in January 2017. 
References 
Inamura, H (1986), Ijime Mondai (The problem of Ijime). Published from Kyoraku Shuppan 
publishing, Japan, Tokyo. 
MEXT (2016): Genshiryoku Hatuudensho Jiko To ni Yori Fukushima-ken Kara Hinan Shiteiru Jido 
Seito ni Tatsuru Ijime no Jokyo To no Kakunin ni Kakaru follow-up Kekka ni Tsuite (The Survey 
based on the confirmation of the condition of Ijime toward pupils and students from Fukushima). 
Available Online: Last access data: 2018/01/23 
http://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/houdou/29/04/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2017/04/11/1384371_2_2.pdf 
MEXT (2015): Ijime no Teigi no Hensen (Changes of The Definition of Ijime).Available online: 
Last access data: 2018/01/23 
http://www.mext.go.jp/component/a_menu/education/detail/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2015/06/17/130290 
4_001.pdf 
MEXT  (2013):  Ijime  prevention  Promotion  Act  in  2013.  Available  online:  Last  access  data: 
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Leadership and Tolerance as a Global Citizen 

 
Aoyagi Risa 

Ochanomizu University 
 

  I had many good experiences and leaned many things in this forum. Even 
among those, I will write about leadership and tolerance as a global citizen. 
 First, this forum was so significant for me to lean about leadership. I was the 
chief of Tokyo tour. We Ochanomizu university students did all things to make plans, 
reserve and guide foreign students. Of course, any teacher didn’t come to the tour. 
Tokyo tour has 3 courses (Asakusa Furin, Asakusa Kaminariokoshi and Shinjuku 
samurai). As the chief, I made small three groups and left each plan to them. I thought it 
good because every member could contribute to the tour and each person had different 
ideas and so the tour was much more interesting. In this way, I made others contribute 
to Tokyo tour. Moreover, I sometimes guide foreign students to some places after 
school for example, Imperial place, nakagin capsule tower in Shiodome and Roppongi. 
In Tokyo, Subways or other transportation system is too complicated and I thought it a 
little bit hard for international students to go to somewhere. Thus, I led foreign   
students to famous or good place to sightseeing and I thought I gave them a lot of extra 
memories.  
 Second, I learned how important to be tolerant when we get along with 
international people. In this forum, all foreign students were so tolerant to try hard to 
understand my poor English. In addition, they spoke English slowly and used easier 
words when they chat with me. Apart from that, you have to be tolerant about their 
custom. In the farewell party, foreign students began to drink before making a toast.  I 
thought it was rude, though it is natural in their countries. You need to think things from 
various perspectives. Today people move across the border and you have much more 
chance to communicate with foreign people. I think it very important to try to 
understand each other through this period. 
 In this way, I made so many good memories and learned many things. Thank 
you. 
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Chiemi Shima 

Ochanomizu University 
 

How I contributed to the forum 
I was a member of the team that organizes the farewell and welcome party. Among them, 
I hosted the welcome party held in 8, February. We have prepared for the party from last 
December, 2017 because we should order the dishes we would provide in the party. We 
should not only think about the meal balance and volume, but also consider about the 
international student who have allegedly or who are vegetarians. Because I have never 
lived in overseas, I have never met a vegetarian. So thinking about people who have 
different culture was a fresh experience to me and this forum was a good opportunity for 
me to think about multicultural symbioses. 
In the welcome party, I hosted the party. 
It was the first time for me to host something in English. I was very nervous because I am 
not good at English and pronunciation. But both of students, Ochanomizu University 
students and international students, tried to understand my broken English with nodding. 
So I could be relaxed and enjoyed the party with them. In the party, we held 
"introduction of someone else" game and Bingo game and so on. 
At the start of the party, everyone looked nervous, but at the end of the party, their faces 
became smile. I was so glad to help them to get better each together through the games. 
 In addition to the welcome party, we made presents for international students. The 
presents were picture frames. We decorated pictures by photos that we took during the 
forum and messages that Japanese students wrote. We gave it to international students at 
the end of farewell party. It was hard for us to make presents during the forum. But we 
felt a sense of accomplishment because all international students looked so happy. Also, 
one of them moved and cried. 
  
New ideas that I learned during the forum 

 I learned a lot about population movement in the forum. In the first day, we learned 
about the history of Japanese immigration at JICA.  I was surprised that many Japanese 
had gone outside to Japan because my image of Japanese is conservative. I felt the 
globalization started from before than I had thought and the globalization was more 
dynamic and wider. 
 Also, I thought that if we learn about immigration or other countries, we can feel 
familiar with people who have different backgrounds. 
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What I learned from the International Student Forum 
 

Rikako Imai 
 Ochanomizu University 

 
I have interest in movements of people, especially immigrants. Fortunately, the 

theme of the forum this year was “Population Movements”, and because I wanted to 
deepen my knowledge about it and also wanted to interact with foreign students, I 
decided to take part in this forum as a volunteer. My role was to organize 1 day Tokyo 
Tour, and especially, I was in charge of Shinjuku group. What I did in concrete was to 
make a schedule and a guide of Shinjuku course, to reserve Samurai Museum, and to take 
command that day. Although we had some troubles too, it was a good experience for me, 
since I learned two important things. First is that it is sometimes good to have no 
reservation. This time, we could not find a restaurant which accepts 10 people, and we 
did not reserve any, but because of this, I was actually really worried about lunch. 
However, this turned out good that we could get separated into two groups and meet 
foreign students’ request for meal. The other is that it is sometimes important to be 
flexible. At first, we were planning to visit Ninja House, but we changed our plan to go to 
the Metropolitan Office, and also, we added our plan that day to make our tour better. I 
was happy when every student seemed to be satisfied, and also, it was a nice experience 
because I made a new discovery of Tokyo too. 
 On 13th and 14th of February, we had a symposium. I was actually looking 
forward to these two days because I had interest in population movements and wanted to 
know it in worldwide base. Although I knew that there are many factors in “movements 
of human”, in a sweeping statement, I strongly realized it because every presenter was 
focusing on different issues related to their countries. European countries seemed to be 
more concerned about immigrants from Islamic countries, though Brazil had a large 
number of immigrants since past, so a problem of it was in its countries rather than 
between foreign countries. Since I learned that there are so many points of view to see a 
problem of population movements, I am now especially interested in Japanese descents, 
Nikkei. I would like to deepen my interest which I gained during this forum in my 
following school life. 
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Learning through the Forum 
 

Chihiro Kosaka 
Ochanomizu U Student 

 
The forum was a challenge for me, but it gave me a valuable experience. In fact, I 

had hesitated to take part in it, but I think it was a good decision that I joined the forum. 
     I contributed to the forum as a leader of welcome and farewell party team. I worked 
for participants to enjoy those events. My job can be separated to three parts. First, I 
prepared materials for the orientation: living tips in Japan for international visitors and 
made a presentation with Keika and Yuna. I searched a lot of information in English, so 
it was hard for me, but it gave me an opportunity to get new vocabulary. I didn’t have 
confidence to speak English, so it was hard for me. I hope foreign students were able to 
understand the contents. Second, I prepared goods and venue for welcome and farewell 
party. For example, I ordered dishes and bought drinks and snacks, though the menu of 
meals was decided by all members in our group. In addition, I set tables with our 
members. Third, I made gifts for foreign students with my team members. We didn’t 
have much time to make them, but foreign students were pleased with it. It made me 
relieved. To conclude, I was behind the scenes staff of the forum. I had a lot of things to 
do, but they were all important work, and I’m proud of them. I have some regrets about 
the work, but I’m glad that I contributed to the forum. 
     Through the forum, I learned again that people have moved for various kinds of 
reasons since the age when travel was difficult. In addition, I learned that population 
movement was very involved in history of the country. Learning population movement 
gives us an opportunity to get deeper knowledge of our history. Furthermore, it also 
makes us be focused on “other” people. For example, it was the first time that I have 
learned the issue about Philippine Nikkeijin Diasporas. In the perspective, it contributes 
to make people tolerant to multicultural people. Therefore, it will be helpful to grow the 
global citizenship.  
     To conclude, this forum gave me a lot of opportunity. It was a valuable experience. 
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Looking Back on My First Participation in the International Student 
Forum 

 
Shiho Takiguchi 

 Ochanomizu University 
 
In this forum, I mainly took charge of arranging and guiding for the Tokyo tour, 

as a volunteer. We, the team of Shinjuku course had changes in schedule just before the 
tour day, but finally we accomplished our mission. We could make really good 
relationships with overseas students, by coordinating the schedule flexibly in accordance 
with their wishes. I also went out with overseas students after the daily program and 
helped them to have various experiences during their stay in Japan. 
 As to an academic side, I learned about population movement from the three main 
aspects. First, I learned about population movement of leaving Japan for the world, in 
Japanese Overseas Migration Museum or the lecture about Philippine Nikkeijin 
Diasporas. Second, in the symposiums, I could think about the population movement 
inside Japan, such as International marriages and evacuation caused by the earthquake. 
Last, I also knew the situation of acceptance of immigrants in each country. When I 
combined my learning from these three, I got some new points of view about migration 
in Japan. What I come to consider most is the tendency in Japan that people emphasize 
the distinction between themselves and people who moved from outside of their 
community sensibly. This tendency seems to cause bulling, discrimination and also 
assimilation to Japanese society. I also remembered my own experience of taking with a 
foreign wife in the countryside in Japan and she said she did not teach her native 
language to her son because she did not consider it becomes an advantage to him. In the 
current situation like that, can the Japanese policy for accepting foreigners or refugees 
make progress in the near future? In other countries, there are some issues about 
migration, like debate on approaches to immigrants between qualitative or qualitative 
ones, refugee’s forced repatriation because of the lack of the protective policy toward 
them, inequality of employment between the citizens and the others, insufficient 
linguistic support, lack of respect for migrants’ specific culture, and arguments about 
humanitarian visa. Those difficulties are waiting us in the future, if Japan changes the 
policy for immigrants fundamentally. Actually, in terms of accepting migrants, Japan is 
quite backward country. So, the core of the matter in current situations in Japan doesn’t 
reach the level of other developed country still. Then, what should we do to make 
migrants feel our country as “home”? The Japanese emigrants toward the Philippines or 
South America once fenced with many serious problems there, but there have been quite 
a lot of people and their descendants who regard each country as their home. I think the 
variety of ethnicity is one of the factors which enable them to fit in with the host country 
relatively easily. As a first step, we may need to reconsider our sticking to the fixed way 
of thinking about drawing a borderline between inside and outside of our community, 
which we set without any reasonable grounds. 
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What I learned through The 7th International Student Forum 
 

 Sumika Machida 
Ochanomizu University 

 
In the 7th International Student Forum, I presented about “The problem of 

Ijime toward the pupils from Fukushima” with Hikaru Kinjo. I mainly present about 
two things: One is the background about the Great East Japan Earthquake and the 
accident in Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station. I collected data from official 
surveys and used photographs to show how devastating the disaster was. The other is 
about Ijime the pupils from Fukushima experienced. We use the term “Ijime” to 
emphasize the feature of Japanese bullying. We collected data from the official Web 
sites of the Japanese government, TV news programs, and Newspapers. Then, we 
analyzed them by comparing with other countries.  

Also, I worked as the deputy leader. Before the forum starting, I edited the 
handbook for the participants. I collected the articles from other members, and laid 
them out adding some information like the map of the university. Also, as a resident of 
International Student Dormitory, I supported the international students’ life. For 
example, I picked up the International participants in Ikebukuro student, and led them to 
the dormitory. Then I explained about how to use the facility and helped the 
communication between the office staff and them. After that, I helped them with 
carrying their baggage. After starting the Forum, I attended them to university, and gave 
some advice to them. When we use the train, I explained how to purchase the IC card 
and the way to the university.  

Through this Forum, I learned many things not only about academic 
knowledge, but also cultural differences. For example, it was surprising that there were 
some anti-immigrant policies in some Eastern Europe countries, because I thought that 
many other countries are positive for accepting refugees. However, I also learned that 
there are some NPO groups are working hard for solving the gap between them and 
local people. Also, even in my presentation, there were many facts I did not know 
before the forum, and we received many questions and opinions after our presentation. 
For example, the concept of Ijime especially attracted audience’s attention, and the 
discussion about it was a very meaningful thing for me. From these experiences, I got 
new points of view about the problem in Japanese society which I took for granted, and 
it gave us the tips to solve the problems.  
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My role and what I learned through International Student Forum 
 

Saki Yamashita 
Ochanomizu University 

 
I was a member of the Tokyo Tour group. In this Forum, we had a Tokyo Tour on 

Sunday, February 11, 2018. Our job had mainly two things. One was to make plan and 
the other was to take International students to some places where they can experience 
Japanese. First, we looked for some places where International students can enjoy 
Japanese culture and foods by using the Internet with Tokyo tour member. We also 
investigated how much they are, how long time it takes. On February 7, I went to 
Ikebukuro station to meet International students with a friend, and went to the Oyama 
dormitory. On February 8, Opening ceremony, Orientation and Welcome party were held. 
I do not have any jobs in these ceremonies, so I only explain some things to my buddy. 
On February 9th, we went to Japanese Overseas Migration Museum and On February 10th 
we went to The Tokyo Rinkai Disaster Prevention Park. On February 11th, we had Tokyo 
Tour. I was a member of the Furin-Tour grope. I enjoyed drawing on Furin with my 
buddy and the other students. I live in near Myogadani station, so I met two international 
students, and went to Okatimati station with them. We had International Student 
Symposium on February 13th and14th. On 14th there was also a lecture by Prime Minister 
of Norway. 

Before joining this forum, when I think about population movements, I only 
conceived immigration. However, through this forum, I knew that there were many types 
of population movements, such as population movements by disaster, population 
movements by war, population movements by economy. I also realized that people have 
continued to move from long time ago through visiting Japanese Overseas Migration 
Museum and International Student Symposium. That is, the population movement 
beyond imagination has been done and the reasons of the movement are different. 
Especially, I think that the population movement by disaster may relate to me mostly 
because it is said that the earthquake may occur at any moment. The movie we watched 
at the Rinkai Disaster Prevention Park told me not only population movement by disaster 
but also what happens because of the population movement. Through this forum, I knew 
there are many kinds of population movements, and effects they cause. I had studied little 
about this field, but I want to continue to study about population movements.  
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Report for the 7th International Student Forum 
(The Importance of Mutual Cooperation) 

 
Yuna Shimbo 

Ochanomizu University 
 
        I belonged to Opening and Closing Ceremony team and prepared for many 
recreations except two study tours and Tokyo tour. Especially I remember that I had 
done MC in Opening Ceremony with Chiemi Shima, an Ochanomizu student.  
When I wrote a draft of this MC, I tried to use English words which are easy to 
understand not only for International students but also for Japanese students. It was 
harder than I had expected, because I should paraphrase the expressions in plain English. 
It appeared that the party was in full swing when we played introduction of someone 
else game or bingo game. I realized that we can get on well more easily when play 
some games together, because people feel easy to talk with each other by following 
some rules. I feel so happy to have heard that many students enjoy our parties. 
        My buddy belongs to King’s college, but she is actually from Norway. So I heard 
that welfare policies which Norway’s Government adopts are one of the best in the 
world. I could learn why she thinks so by listening to a speech of the Prime Minister of 
Norway. I was very impressed by knowing that Norway has prepared mutual 
cooperation system. For example, the whole society has tried to fulfill gender equality. 
The Prime Minister emphasized that the “functions” are important. And Japan tends to 
build companies without deciding its functions. A company without definite functions 
is easy to do bankrupt, because it inclines to lose sight of its goal. I think that the same 
is true of this forum. We, both Ochanomizu students and International students have 
decided their own functions. Functions mean parts. Thanks to this, we succeeded in 
managing this forum. In order to cooperate with each other comfortably, it is important 
that people ascertain proper role for them, with understanding that the ability varies 
from person to person.  
        I could learn the role of Japan or university students or even I in the International 
community. So I was delighted to have had the opportunity to discuss social issues with 
International students. I should continue to discuss the matter of migrations because we, 
young persons, are requested to solve social challenges through mutual cooperation.  
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Report for the 7th International Student Forum 
 

Ayane Mimori 
Ochanomizu University 

 
     I participated in the 7th International Student Forum. Firstly, let me write about how I 
contributed to the forum. Through the 7 days program, mainly I involved in the 
management of the forum. To be specific, I wrote the moderator manuscript and worked 
as a host on the 1st day of the forum. Also, I supported the presenters and the 
questioners to make the forum go on smoothly and took photos and videos of the 
presentations. In addition, since before the forum period, I had kept close contact with 
our buddies and helped them while they were staying in Tokyo. 
     Secondly, I will write about the new ideas that I learned during the forum. At first, I 
was very happy to hear that many International students had a lot of concerns about the 
Fukushima’s problem. I have worried about the problem of the refugees from 
Fukushima, especially Ijime problem, for a long time because I am from Fukushima 
prefecture and experienced earthquake disaster. This forum was very good opportunity 
to make International students have knowledge about Fukushima’s present condition. In 
addition, through this forum, I learned that there are a lot of refugees in the world 
because of the many reasons such as disaster and war, and they are troubled with labor 
market after they migrate. In fact, it is said that Japan is safe country and far from war, 
and Japan do not accept immigrants, therefore most of Japanese do not have enough 
knowledge about these problems, including me. I learned that not only the barrier of 
language but also religion and prejudices interrupt their lives. I was very shocked that 
some female refugees get married to the local person to get the nationality. However, I 
also learned that there are many kinds of solutions to remove these barriers in many 
countries. In every respect such as supports to find the jobs, nations try to improve their 
lives. I was very impressed to hear that education is very important aspect for the 
refugees, and many countries do educational supports to them especially children. It is 
necessary for the people who could not get enough education because of their hard 
situation before they emigrated to learn and understand the culture, and that will help 
their situation and future. 
     This forum was very good experience for me. I want to say thank you for all 
participants. 
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The fruitful experiment of 7th International Student Forum 
 

Machiko Mizuki 
Ochanomizu University 

 
First of all, I joined the 6th international student forum last year, so I was able to 

inform the way the volunteers did last year to participants. It might interfere with 
reforming the forum. However, I hope it helped other volunteers to image the 
situation that would be happened during the days. 

I had 3 roles during the forum. First, I was a leader who arranged the meeting at 
Ikebukuro station. And also I was a leader of the team for symposium that included 
only 3 members, Shiho KASAI, Ayane MIMORI, and me. At first, I divided jobs for 
each person. Preparing microphone for the lecture by Professor Iijima and the 
presentation day, reminding Japanese students to tell their buddy to hand in their 
abstraction and slide, in addition, writing a guide page were my jobs. To be honest, our 
team was confused when we collected or sent a reminder of international students’ 
data through Japanese students because Mr. Matsuda sent international students 
remainder as well. So we were not able to grasp the situation, such as who received the 
reminder and who already sent their data. I think it should be better to determine the 
border between the things that students do and teacher did in advance.  In addition, I 
was a buddy of Lee Jookyung who was from Busan University of Foreign Studies. 
Being the buddy of Jookyung was the most memorial stuff. On the first day it means 
the day she came to Japan, she forgot her backpack at the Narita airport. I was woken 
up by her message and I was worried about that so much. In the end, her backpack was 
found very soon, however, I contacted Mr. Matsuda and Ayane who was the buddy of 
the other Korean student at the same time, so I was convinced wrongly that they might 
have finished the procedure to let the airport service send backpack to university. After 
two days or more when I noticed that they haven’t finished it, I did my best to return 
the bag to Jookyung as soon as possible. I was very sorry about that at the time. My 
buddy often lost the way to university or classroom, so I always contacted her and 
helped her spend life in Japan more comfortable. I’m happy to have kept in touch with 
her so far. 

The new thing that I had never known before is that there was a restriction for 
Japanese people who wanted to work in some other foreign countries long time ago. I 
think that sounds like the way Mr. Trump does to Mexican people who want to 
emigrate to America. Since I believed that Japanese people have had better rights to 
immigrate from Japan to other places, I was so surprised to know that my thought was 
opposite to the real situation. 
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Report for the 7th International Student Forum 

Hikaru Kinjo 
Ochanomizu University 

 
I am not a student from Global Studies for Inter-Cultural Cooperation but I would like to 
study about population movement and use English with International students. That is 
why I have decided to participate in this forum. To my surprise, I was a leader of this 
Forum in 2018. First of all, I have never experienced to join international class and to be 
such an important role ever. So I tried to communicate with participant for everything 
goes well. 
 
<My role and job>  
・ Supporting Tokyo Tour chief Aoyagi-san. 
・ Making a reservation for Furin tour and Lunch place. 
・ Taking a Furin group to Okachimachi and Asakusa Area. 
・ Supporting to enter dormitory for International students and housemother. 
・ Going to University with Oyama dormitory residents. 
・ Cooperating with Machida-san for making presentation. 
・ Making leaflet cover. 
・ Helping preparation for welcome party and Farewell party 
・ Experienced a seismic intensity of 7 on the Japanese scale with my buddy at Tokyo 

Rinkai Disaster Prevention Park. 
 

<New idea from population movement> 
"The Problem of Ijime toward the pupils from Fukushima" 
I have already known about this topic. But we could not know every case of Genpatsu 
Ijime and deal with them. I expected that population movement was only immigrants and 
emigrant. So it made me recognized that Japanese people also move to domestic Japan. I 
think we should search about it more because we have to live in Japan where earthquake 
happens a lot and no one knows when great earthquake might happen again like a great 
East Japan Earthquake.  
 
Busan University of Foreign Studies 
"Refugees in Korea" 
I really wanted to know this topic personally because we often watch the biggest news 
about North Korea and kind of covered in s veil of mistery country for me. It was easy to 
understand their topic and great presentation. Now I understand what South Korea 
government helps immigrants. 
 
Ochanomizu University "Hypergamy through international marriages in Japan- The way 
to a better life?" 
At first, I could not believe it because it sounds human traffic or the slave trade in Japan. 
Japan has to cope with international marriage and mixed parentage to refer to other 
country’s precedent. 
  

 



 

33 

My Contribution and learning  
During 7th International Student Forum 

 
Miho Goto 

Ochanomizu University 
 
 I belonged to the welcome and farewell party team and we mainly discussed the 
contents of the parties. We talked about the programs and the food and drinks to prepare, 
considering our budget. Other than those, we also decided the contents of the orientation 
and the course of campus tour. We had much more work than I had expected, so we tried 
to equally divide the work among all members. My biggest work during the forum was 
making the slide show video which showed at the farewell party. We wanted to give 
something special to the international students other than message boards, and we 
decided to make the video. Therefore we needed to collect as many pictures as possible 
during the forum, especially from study tours and Tokyo tour. Thanks for not only the 
help of the team member but also all the Ochanomizu students, hundreds of pictures 
were collected and I was able to choose the best ones, though it was a little hard to 
decide which we actually use. Because of the character of the work, I can only complete 
the video the night before the farewell party, so I had only a little time to prepare. It 
relieved me a lot that many of the students liked the video. 
 I was not very familiar with the theme of this forum, but I became more 
interested in refugees and immigrants. First, it is not easy to become officially refugees 
and they need several steps from applying to evaluation, which surprised me. Second, 
some countries which seem to welcome refugees and immigrants do actually not really 
positive about receiving them. Some problems such as political parties or leaders’ policy 
and their religious thoughts are related, which makes the issue complex. The biggest 
problem is their life as refugees or immigrants, having different backgrounds than the 
citizens. They often suffer from discrimination or bullies at school or workplace. It is 
even hard for them to get jobs because of not only discrimination but also the education 
they had in their own country. The education systems are different from country to 
country, so they sometimes cannot satisfy the companies’ employment conditions. 
 A week was really short, but I had a precious experience and got new nice 
connection with people from other countries, especially Europe which I never been to 
and where I did not have friends. 
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What I’ve learned and my role for the International Student Forum  
 

Misaki Shioya 
Ochanomizu University 

 
 In this forum, I studied about migration, refugee, disaster, globalization and 
relationships with people who have various backgrounds, and talked with International 
students a lot. On 7th, I took them including my buddy to their dormitories from Tokyo 
station. In the opening ceremony, orientation, campus tour and welcome party on 8th, 
because I didn’t take charge of anything, I enjoyed these with International students. In 
the study tour in Yokohama and Odaiba on 9th and 10th, we studied about migration and 
disaster. In Yokohama, some of us ate shabu-shabu and it was good, and we could 
become nice to each other. On 11st, we had the Tokyo one day tour. We were separated 
to three groups, and my group visited to Asakusa. For this tour, I planned with the other 
members of Tokyo study tour and decided where, when and how we were going to go 
sightseeing. Also, I decided the restaurant for lunch with other members. We could make 
Kaminari-okoshi and Hurin in Asakusa and could experience samurai in Shinjuku. My 
group could make Kaminari-okoshi. I wrote a brief about it for leaflet and made a 
reservation at the shop we could do it before that day. On from 12th to 14th, we had a 
lecture and an International student symposium. The closing ceremony and the farewell 
party were held on 15th, and I decorated the room and prepared meals for them. 
 Through this forum, I learned disaster and population movement, and I could see 
that there was a close connection between them. When I visited the Japanese Overseas 
Migration Museum, I learned that a lot of people had gone over to South America as 
migrant workers. I thought that this event was a man-made disaster. Because their 
salaries were lower in Japan than those in South America, we could think that they had 
no choice but to go there because of a decline of the salaries in Japan. This is population 
movement by disaster. Also, about the problem of bullying that was caused by the Great 
East Japan Earthquake and the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant disaster, we can 
say that a movement of people who had no choice to do it caused the new man-made 
disaster in a community, namely the problem of bullying. As I have explained, there is a 
close connection between disaster and population movement.  
 In this forum, I could study a lot enjoying with International students. I’d like to 
continue considering this topic and maintain relationships with them from now on. 
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Report for the 7th International Student Forum 
 

Shiho Kasai 
Ochanomizu University 

 
     There were two main reasons for participating in this forum this time. The first reason 
was because I learned about immigrants living in France in the class at the university, so I 
felt I wanted to know about immigrants living in other areas. The second reason was 
because I expected that I could learn about Nikkei as pre-training for the short-term 
program in Brazil during this spring vacation. 

In this forum, I deepened my understanding of immigrants in areas not covered in 
university classes, such as Puerto Rico and the Central Europe. Also, as there were few 
opportunities to hear stories about victims of disasters or that of A-bomb, hibakusya from 
the viewpoint of foreign people, so the presentation by Smith University was very fresh 
for me. Also, I learned a lot about Nikkei in the lecture of Professor Naoko Iijima. Despite 
having a deep relationship with Japan, there are not so many opportunities to study about 
Nikkei. I thought that we must improve upon this problem. Among the categories of 
"immigrants", I learned that there were various reasons and backgrounds of immigrants, 
such as domestic and foreign mobility, semi-compulsory migration by disaster and war, 
movement by marriage, movement by migration and so on. Under such circumstances, a 
lot of regions of the world, I found that there were many problems, such as prejudice 
against immigrants or the wrong information or images are broadcasted by the social 
media. I have heard from the news that many countries, including Japan, are plagued by 
these immigration problems. For us, now is the time to face these issues, isn’t it? 

I had a very valuable opportunity to listen to the lecture of the prime minister of 
Norway. In this forum, I did not only deepen the knowledge about immigrants, but also 
make more overseas friends. Also, as all the programs were in English, I think that the 
English operation ability has improved slightly. It was a very fulfilling week for me. 
Thank you. 
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The 7th International Student Forum 
 

Keika Kawagoe 
Ochanomizu University 

 
 I was a member of welcome and farewell party member and I acted the master of 
ceremony. I was really satisfied because both international students and Ochanomizu 
University students looked enjoyed themselves at the party. The international students 
looked happier than we had expected when they received the present that our massage and 
pictures put in. Our team made the present for them, so we were glad to see their smile. 
On the other hand, there were some points which I should have done better. I wanted 
everyone to talk freely. Some students tried to talk with lots of students whereas others did 
not. I think it is better to prepare a game or activity to interact with others. 
Before the forum, we have discussed for a long time and considered what we should 

have done to make international students happy. I think that other member and I mainly 
obeyed the suggestion from our leader, Ms.Kosaka in many cases. She did a lot of work 
and she said it is difficult for her to assign tasks to us. I regret not having helped her 
enough. She was a great leader at any rate. So I did trivial things such as cleanup after the 
party to contribute to our team. I did not regard our task as heavy because our teachers and 
other friends helped us a lot. 
We visited JICA museum in Yokohama and learned about the history of Japanese 

immigrants. I didn’t know the fact that some Japanese immigrants fought as American 
soldiers during the world war Ⅱ. I have never heard about them and their family and the 
story was really impressive for me. I also learned the importance of taking measures 
against disaster at the museum in Toyosu. I did not think deeply about those who are 
forced to leave their home due to the disaster before. In the presentation, I had difficulties 
a little bit in understanding international students’ English because they talked at high 
speed whereas they are pay attention to us when they talked to us. I got various new 
perspectives from their presentation. 

In conclusion, this experience broadened my horizon. I felt it difficult for me to make me 
understood in English and I felt irritated it. I was stimulated by international students’ 
attitude toward the discussion. I decided to keep learning English and this theme. 
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The 7th International Student Forum 
-The best program for learning Japan culture- 

 
Joo kyung Lee 

Busan University of Foreign Studieds 
 

 It was the first time to participate the international forum. The forum was really 
well organized and I truly enjoyed staying in Japan. The schedule was made for 
international students and it helped me to understand Japanese culture. I am really happy 
to have my own buddy, Machiko. She helped me from the beginning that I lost my bag 
in Narita express terminal. I could converse with her easily because she could speak and 
understand English well. The schedule included Tokyo tour and study tour. So I went to 
many sites such as museum and earthquake training center. I saw Japan’s always ready 
for emergency situation. When I visited Samurai museum, I learned many kinds of 
Samurai costume during edo period and meiji period. I saw the performance of handing 
knifes and tried to wear the tradition clothes of samurai. After the tour, I heard the 
lecture of prime minister of Norway and she talked about gender equality and how 
females can be equally contributed to the politic industry. It was impressive and I 
thought the perspective of world should be changed. The main subject of this forum was 
“Disaster and the movement”. I prepared the presentation about refugee in Korea with 
my partner. I also really wanted to hear other student’s opinions about this. Everyone 
listened intently and gave questions a lot. Every student gave me lots of information 
about each country’s migration policies. I learned the history of migration of many 
countries and how they prepared for refugees. I also interacted with friends from the 
USA, Brazil, Florida, Japan, Austria, Norway, England, Czech and Singapore. They 
were really kind and into Japanese culture deeply. I saw different points of views about 
migration and attitude of migration policies of Japan. The last of the forum, everybody 
congratulated for international students and prepared gifts and letters for each students. It 
was really touching and thoughtful. If I had a chance to participate again, I definitely 
join again. Thank you for all the support for international students and it was really 
useful program to understand Japanese culture heartily. 
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Report | 7th International Student Forum 

 
Martina Kovářová 
Charles University  

 

My name is Martina Kovářová, a student of Charles University in Prague and I am in my 
second year of Master´s degree study. In February 2018, I was given the possibility to 
participate in the International Student Forum at Ochanomizu University, dealing with the 
issue of migration caused by disasters. Since I have been studying migration and 
development as a major, I considered myself to have a good knowledge of this issue 
before going to Japan. Yet we discussed some very specific issues I hadn´t known about 
till then. Each topic was discussed in relation to migration and its consequences – 
Fukushima disaster and bullying of Japanese children, natural disasters in Central 
America, migration crisis in Europe and different political approaches of European 
countries, etc. 
This was the very first time for me to visit Japan and I found the participation at Forum 
very enriching – because of its educational benefits and cultural experience. Since the 
Forum was held in English, we were lucky to have the chance to talk to students from all 
around the world. We could also share our point of view with people from different 
academic background, which is extremely important for us to think in context. Moreover, 
we now have this unique opportunity to raise awareness among students, experts and later 
– hopefully – in our society. I found visiting Yokohama´s Migration Museum very useful 
since it helped me to understand historical background of Japanese overseas migration.  
Surely my picture of Japan has changed a lot. Although I was a bit familiar with the 
cultural background of the country, it´s customs and traditions, we got a great chance to 
get to know Japanese culture by ourselves. Since we spent a lot of time with students, 
academic professors or locals, we experienced Japan on a daily basis and in the most 
casual way. We learned behavioral patterns, tasted local cuisine and most of all and we 
appreciated the willingness of Japanese people. I have never seen people treating each 
other with such respect - regardless of age, nationality or social status - as I saw Japanese 
people to do so.  
From my point of view, participation in the Forum was a lifetime experience. I feel more 
confident about cross-cultural communication. I have definitely improved my presentation 
skills and critical thinking and learned a lot about specific migration issues that individual 
countries all around the world have to deal with. I am grateful for being invited by 
Ochanomizu University to this event and I am looking forward to visiting Japan again.  
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Report for the 7th International Student Forum 

 
Jonáš Suchánek 

Charles University 
  
 I consider this forum to be a significant part of my migration studies. I have been 
interested in Japanese geographical, socioeconomic and cultural areas for a long time. 
Thus, this forum helped me to extent my views upon all these key sectors as well as in 
migration history and current situation. I really enjoyed the fact that this forum was 
rather separated into two different categories – cultural and historical events and trips 
and the forum in a form of individual presentations itself. We had the opportunity to hear 
a lot of useful information about many different countries from all over the world from a 
variety of perspectives, mainly focused on refugees and migration by disasters. However, 
since I study migration as a major at the Charles University in Prague, I probably did not 
learn so many new things as other international students, who for example, study 
Japanese studies, nevertheless they, on the other hand, most likely to have a more 
profound knowledge of Japanese history and culture. 
 Nonetheless, I learned new things, not only about migration history in Japan, but 
in general overall subjects as well. I met a lot of new young people with diverse study 
and national background, yet similar intentions, ideas and goals in the long run. It was a 
pleasant experience and I hope I will return to Japan eventually again to share new ideas 
and solutions. 
 In this last paragraph I would like to express my gratitude towards the 
Ochanomizu University for providing me with a scholarship and Mr. Matsuda Derek and 
all Japanese students who helped to organize such event. I believe it will help me with 
my future studies and I intend to focus on Japanese migration, hopefully when I continue 
to study Ph.D. at my Alma Mater. 
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Report for the 7th International Student Forum 
“Helping me Develop Global Awareness” 

 
Silje Undlien  

King’s College London 
 
When applying to attend, I stated quite frankly that, out of all the exciting reasons for 
which I wished to participate in the 7th International Student Forum at Ochanomizu 
University, it was the prospect of interacting with students from all over the world, about 
an important transnational issue, that excited me the most. By engaging rigorously with 
the topic of ‘disaster and the movement of people’ with students from different 
backgrounds – politically, culturally, and academically – the International Student 
Forum, and Ochanomizu University, helped me develop my global awareness. The 
opportunity to engage with people from different backgrounds gave me unique insights 
into their lives, perspectives, and opinions, and has made me consider important issues 
from different viewpoints. The best way to engage with a problem can be discovered by 
working as part of a team. This, I believe, is also how we will find a solution to the 
problems we face in the global community today.  
 
In addition to the Student Symposium, moreover, I thoroughly enjoyed the 
lecture/seminar given by Professor Mariko Ijima on Philippine “Nikkei-jin” and Japan. 
Despite my research history and interest in Japanese and East Asian history, I knew little 
about the situation of these “Nikkei-jin” prior to the International Student Forum. 
Furthermore, I thought the links found today between Japan and countries Japanese 
migrated to were especially interesting to learn about. The International Student Forum, 
furthermore, has prompted an interest to learn more about Japan and migration in a more 
contemporary setting. From the Ochanomizu University students’ presentations I did learn 
about Japan’s more conservative policies concerning migration; however, how, and why, 
did those conservative policies, considering the Japanese history of migration, develop? In 
all, attending the International Student Forum has broadened my sense of understanding 
of Japan, as well as a range of other countries, both culturally and more relating to 
important issues of migration and migration policies. By engaging with one topic 
rigorously I have developed my academic skills, language proficiency, cultural 
understanding, and expanded my theoretical knowledge of a topic that is highly relevant 
to my undergraduate research in War Studies and what will perhaps be a career in 
journalism someday.  
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Report for the 7th International Student Forum 
 

Alias Afiq FITRI BIN 
King’s College London 

 
It was my fifth time to Japan although for completely different travel reasons. I used to go 
to Tokyo every December by myself to escape the oppressive heat in Singapore and just 
to enjoy a city close to my heart. This time, it was an intensive academic trip and I 
enjoyed it thoroughly for two reasons. Firstly, I was able to learn about Japanese culture 
from the perspectives of young and intelligent university students as well as exchanging 
ideas with other well-informed international students from a diverse range of countries. 
The study tours with this diverse group were a great way of understanding how the 
narrative of Japanese migration history is officially represented in museums and in daily 
architecture. This included the Yokohama migration museum and a concomitant tour of 
the area and trips to Asakusa and other parts of Tokyo off the beaten track. The trip 
learning how to make traditional Japanese rice snacks was a fun and different way to learn 
about a part of Japanese culture.  
 
Moving on to the academic side of the forum, I particularly enjoyed the lecture by 
Professor Mariko Ijima on the transnational histories of migration between Japanese and 
the Philippines. It was illuminating to learn about the contestations that existed between 
the two diasporas and their complex sociopolitical relations with one another. Her 
segment on the legacy of the Pacific War on the people and politics of Okinawa was new 
to me and as a student of East Asian security I really appreciated learning about the oft-
forgotten human aspect of global conflict. In a similar vein, the conference was a fantastic 
opportunity to hear independent research from both Japanese and international students on 
the politics of migration from historical and theoretical frameworks.  
 
One of the presentations that really stood out was Quinones Zuheily’s work ‘Five Months 
After Maria’ which was an important reminder that long after the news cycle has lost 
interest in Puerto Rico, and there is still much to be done in rebuilding a society 
devastated by the environment and partisan politics. The other was Saranya’s informative 
and well-researched work on hypergamy via international marriages in Japan and how 
again, transnational movements of people play an integral role in Japanese identity. In all, 
I thoroughly enjoyed the 7th International Student Forum and reaffirmed by belief that the 
history of human civilisation is a history of migration.  
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Report for the 7th International Student Forum 
(Migration to the richest country in the world) 

 
Wistveen Lena 

Norwegian University of Technology and Natural Science 
 

 Please write your report within 400 words in "Time New Roman", font size "12" 
and single space. For Ochanomizu Univeristy students, write about how you contributed 
to the Forum, what was your role and what kind of job you did. And at last, please write 
about new ideas that you learned during the forum about population movement. For 
International students, please write how the forum was and if your image of Japan has 
changed or if you got new ideas about the migration history of Japan, please let us know 
about it. 
 
The forum for me was educational, adventurous and meaningful. Beforehand I did not 
know much about Japanese migration and was surprised to discover the big numbers 
behind it; I was also surprised about the migration to South America, as I only knew 
about migration from Japan to USA and Europeans to South America. We did not learn 
much about Japan and Asia in school except from superficial facts from WW2, so 
getting hands on information with pictures and artifacts from the Japanese Overseas 
Migration Museum in Yokohama was a meaningful experience. I even saw similarities 
between Japanese and European migration. It was also very interesting to learn about 
other countries migration issues besides from what I heard in the media and wished I had 
more time to hear and talk about this with the other students. I liked that the Forum 
offered both practical information such as museum, and theoretically such as the lecture 
with Dr. Mariko Ijiima, I also liked that she brought question and discussion into her 
lecture. When it comes to improvements, I personally would have preferred more 
discussion between the students, not necessarily the whole day, but a couple of hours. I 
felt that a lot of the students were eager to discuss, both Japanese migration and 
migration in their own country.  
My image of Japan beforehand was a country with strict social and work routines and 
advanced in technology, but also known for its courtesy and rich culture. After my trip 
my image of Japan has changed for the better and is very positive, everyone I met 
showed much kindness and willingness to help. Even though some did not speak very 
well English they did their best to help. Overall I am very pleased with experience of the 
Forum and the information they provided me of Japanese migration.   
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7th International Student Forum Reflection 
Liz Nagy 

Smith College 
 

While the JASSO conference was not my first venture in Japan, it was a very 
informative and thought-provoking experience. I was interested in the conference for two 
reasons: I have held a strong interest and research background since the 2011 Fukushima 
disaster and wanted to present some of that work, and I also saw a valuable opportunity 
for international cultural exchange. This forum delivered on both fronts, providing me a 
platform to share and build upon my global knowledge of different cultures and migration 
situations. 

The buddy system was a great part of the forum, as it allowed me to make a 
strong connection with a college student around my age I could share ideas with. My 
buddy and I spoke a fair bit about our backgrounds and our plans for the future, and 
comparing my upbringing and aspirations to hers helped give me perspective on what 
some of my peers in Japan want (and are told to want) after high school. In visiting the 
museum and disaster center I also learned a lot about domestic awareness of Japan’s 
international communities, and their far-reaching spread of communities in South 
America and what prompted those migrations. I have studied Japanese culture in depth 
over the past four years given that it is my major, but you can’t learn about what is taught 
in school or how people react to certain information. Seeing how little the buddies knew 
about Japanese emigration and its history was very informative, and it did change my 
view of Japan a bit. Based on that interaction I asked about some more sensitive topics, 
such as marginalized communities, and found a general lack of awareness. My resulting 
perception isn’t bad, and I’m just more conscious of how sensitive or arguably 
controversial material isn’t a common conversation topic in Japan. It’s a common 
phenomenon, and selective teaching is a sad fact, but I have a more grounded basis for 
knowing about its prevalence in Japan. 

The buddies and out selected tours also showed me how receptive my peers are 
to learning about new and controversial topics, demonstrated through daily conversations 
and some of the reflections we all had after the migration museum or the talk on Japan’s 
history in the Philippines. The forum also showed this; some of the conversations on 
bullying, racism and marginalization sparked from various presentations were engaging 
and showing a willingness to learn and discuss new/global ideas on disasters, migrations 
and other communities. 

Overall the forum was an extremely enjoyable and relatively informative 
experience to learn about responses to disasters and migration across the world. From the 
formal teaching content to the opportunity to speak with and befriend students from Japan 
and elsewhere, I have fortified my fondness for and understanding of Japan, as well as 
some other countries represented through this forum. It was a truly gratifying experience, 
and I am grateful to JASSO for organizing the conference and funding some of my stay 
there. 
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Ochanomizu 7th Annual International Student Forum Report 

 
Elizabeth Pendlebury 

Smith College 
 

Overall, I had a great time at the forum. I had a few minor issues regarding the 
housing situation, though. For example, I wish we had been told more about the 
international house because if I had known I needed to bring my own towel or bath 
slippers, I would’ve packed my own. However, I had to spend unnecessary money on a 
towel and bath slippers because I didn’t realize I needed them, which was sort of 
frustrating. Other than that, everything was fine.  
 I thought the study tour days were really fun, especially the day in Asakusa. I was 
in the group that made kaminari no okoshi, and it was probably my favorite experience of 
the forum. The immigration museum was also really interesting, and I had great time 
learning about “Nikkeijin” around the world. I'm glad that we were given a lot of free time 
to explore on our own- that gave all of us time to explore Tokyo and get to know it on 
more personal terms instead of just as tourists.  
 I don’t think my image of Japan changed at all during the forum. I have already 
studied abroad in Japan for a year in 2016 and got a good idea of what the country was 
like. Being in Tokyo just solidified the ideas I already had about Japanese culture. That 
being said, I didn’t know much about migration in Japan before the forum, so I ended up 
learning a lot about that and it was very interesting. It was also great to see all the 
presentations from other groups and learn about migration problems across the world. It's 
not a topic I've studied about before the forum, so the last two presentation days acted as a 
comprehensive look at migration all over the world, and I thought it was really well done 
and informative. 
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Report for the 7th International Student Forum 
 

Europe as a multinational state  
An examination of the historical interactions and their contemporary consequences  

 
Anna DUMITRU  

TU Wien 
 

 Previous to my participation in this Forum, I have had little knowledge about the 
migration of Japanese inhabitants overseas. I found that by highlighting the problematic 
and vastly undocumented history between the Japanese state and the Philippines, the 
planning committee did not only manage to open the Forum with an impressive 
presentation but also showed that critical discussion and examination of past interactions 
were well-received and required. Undoubtedly, every participant had a different 
perception of Japan, so having the possibility to freely ask our peers about their opinions 
on the daily routines was exceedingly helpful in order to understand their mentality. 
Throughout the Forum, I have become more familiar with the nuanced emigration 
categories and their achievements as well as their struggles they faced when trying to 
establish themselves in the immigration country. Here I found similarities to my personal 
experiences, especially considering the preservation and celebration of their individual 
heritage. In my opinion, the number and diversity of the participants contributed to a 
consistent sharing of information, and each one of us had the possibility not only to get a 
general overview but to inquire about certain topics of interest. It is with complete 
certitude that the scheduled expeditions not only served as a good modality to visit and 
learn about specific place-bound characteristics, moreover they offered an intuitive way 
of getting in touch with the culture. The program was elaborate, although it gave us time 
for personal exploration, which in my opinion is unquestionably very important. Also, I 
want to highlight that together with our professor Mr. Matsuda the local Ochanomizu 
students assigned to be our buddies were very helpful and made our whole stay most 
enjoyable. Not only were they most forthcoming, they also guided us skillfully when we 
needed. I think it is safe to say that we got along very well and even some friendships 
were able to start. To put it simply, it was the perfect mixture of educational training and 
self-improvement.    
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My first impression of Japan 

 
Sara Pieńkowska 

University of Warsaw 
 

 Just as I had hoped, I was very glad to have gotten this chance, to come to Japan 
for the first time in my life. It was well-worth the eleven hour plane flight though I had to 
go through while coming down with a sickness. The Student Forum was extremely 
interesting and I feel ashamed that I could not participate in all of the activities due to my 
health issues. The presentations I was able to watch were all eye-opening. I admired each 
one of the presenters for their courage to speak out in public and I applauded their urge to 
educate themselves and our listeners on important global issues such as the problem of 
bullying or forced migration. I also enjoyed very much the educational trips we took, 
especially to the Disaster Prevention Center where I almost cried during that deeply 
moving animated movie. I was so glad that I got to see the beautiful city of Tokyo for 
myself. I experienced the modern aspect of it as well as some of the historical heritage in 
the Samurai Museum in Shinjuku. Finally, I was amazed at how hospitable and just all 
around nice people in Japan were. When I was feeling sick, I was not only taken to the 
pharmacy by one of our buddies but even offered an electric pillow for keeping me warm 
at night. When I complained about the dryness of the air connected with the air 
conditioner, I was given an air humidifier by a buddy. All those acts of pure kindness 
really moved me. My fellow international students were also some of the friendliest and 
warmest people I have ever gotten the pleasure of being acquainted with. All in all, I 
found this Forum an enriching experience and would like to thank everyone involved for 
allowing me to create all those wonderful memories together.  
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The 7th International Student Forum - an unbelievably fruitful experience 
 

  Krukowska Agata 
 University of Warsaw 

 
 

   Before the beginning of the Forum I was slightly nervous as it was to be my first time 
coming to Japan and I was not sure what I should have expected. I was worried if I would 
make a good representative as I wanted to contribute to strengthening cooperation and 
bonds between our universities as much as possible. Therefore, I was truly relieved when I 
managed to become friends with my “buddy” as well as with other Ochanomizu 
University’s and international students. I am especially grateful for all Japanese students 
and teachers, starting with Mr. Matsuda, who made every effort to provide us with 
sufficient care and thoughtfully help us to feel comfortable in their country. I sincerely 
believe that while getting to know one another better, we gained invaluable knowledge 
about our cultures which we would not be able to obtain from simple workbooks. 
Moreover, even though we were able to spend only ten days together, I am utterly 
convinced that we will treasure our friendship.  
   Furthermore, what I also found very memorable and rewarding was everything I learn 
about Japanese culture and history thanks to several museum trips provided by our 
Japanese friends and Mr. Matsuda. I had not been aware of many things about Japan 
before I heard about them there. The migration history of Japan occurred to be much more 
complex than I had expected. Having learned that, I feel much more capable of 
comprehension of nowadays Japanese society. During the Symposium as well – not only I 
could deepen my knowledge about countries of other international students, but also I 
could listen to a few presentations about Japan which made it easier for me to truly 
understand its current issues 
   Finally, I was delighted to live Japanese student’ everyday life even if it was for such a 
short time. The time spend together in the dormitory or at the university, going out at the 
evening to eat some traditional Japanese food or doing some simple grocery shopping - all 
those little things ensured me that I want to come back there as an exchange student in the 
future. 
   To conclude, I find my participation in the Forum unbelievably fruitful. It was an 
unforgettable journey that made me love Japan even more than before. 
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7th International Student Forum Report 

 
Zuheily Keilyn Quiñones 

Vassar College 
 

 
The 7th International Student Forum was a pivotal experience for me. I was able to 

meet students from all over the world and share knowledge that I otherwise would never 
have encountered. The topic of the forum, Disaster and Forced Movement of Populations, 
was a very meaningful topic for me as both are issues that my family has had to confront 
in the past as first generation Puerto Ricans in the continental United States and that we 
continue to experience even today after Hurricane Maria ravaged the entire island of 
Puerto Rico. Being able to tell this history and be acknowledged was extremely 
empowering, considering that in the United States the situation that Puerto Ricans have 
been facing since September 20th has never really been seen as worthwhile news. I am 
grateful to everyone who listened to my presentation and left with an awareness of my 
home that they may not have previously had. 
 The other presentations all served to provide an insight I did not possess as an 
American undergraduate student. I was able to learn about such varied topics as Ijime in 
Japanese schools, how the Syrian refugee crisis affected various European countries, 
international hypergamy, and the immigration history of Brazil. I was also able to attend 
the Prime Minister of Norway Erna Solberg’s lecture on gender equality and learn about 
the implemented policies that led to Norway becoming the most gender equal country in 
the world, a status that I previously had no knowledge of. At the diverse museums and 
historical sites we visited on the study tours in Yokohama and Odaiba, I saw the unique 
history of Japan’s immigrants, learned the protocol for surviving a natural disaster, and 
was able to enjoy meeting Honda’s Asimo robot. Throughout each day, the support that 
all the Japanese students provided the international students, and the support my own 
buddy Chiemi Shima gave me, made each experience all the more remarkable. I also 
greatly appreciated the opportunity to practice my Japanese speech, since there is much 
that I can improve on.  

After completing all of this work and study surrounding immigration, I was rather 
surprised to discover that Japan does not actually have a policy for accepting non-
marriage, school, or work related immigrants. Perhaps as more people study these topics, 
that will change in time.  
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Campus MAP 
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22. Comprehensive Research Building 
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