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The “ages of life” theme in the late 19" century decorative paintings of town halls
in the Parisian arrondissements: Republicanism and Symbolism

Kaori HARADA

This study examined the theme of “ages of life”, depicted in the decorative paintings created during the
early French Third Republic inside the public buildings, from the perspectives of republicanism and Symbolism.
| conducted my research in terms of republicanism or scientific positivism on the paintings of town halls in the
Parisian arrondissements. My survey of primary sources and the relevant artworks by Eugéne Carriere, Victor
Prouvé, Albert Besnard, and Jean Dampt revealed a range of significant elements in representations of the
“ages of life” theme that were created in the late 19t century.
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