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Theme of “ages of life” in decorative paintings inside town halls of Parisian
arrondissements in the second half of the 19*" century

Kaori HARADA

This study asks why the theme of “the ages of life” is found in the different decorative paintings inside the
town halls of Parisian arrondissements created during the early French Third Republic. This research examined
these variations of the traditional theme in the Western art history in the context of their creation and their
reception.

Our research on primary sources at the Parisian Archives found many records that indicate the
contemporary conditions surrounding each of these paintings including allegoric or realistic representations.
The results will be essential for the analysis of these representations in our doctoral thesis and also contribute
to the study on Symbolism in the 19t century art.



