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China Rural Women in the Land Reform (1946-1948)

YAJIAO LI

Recently, the studies of the land reform which was carried out in the liberated area before 1949
have attracted Chinese historians’ attention. However, there is little about the studies on the mobilization of
women which appeared during the land reform. How did rural women recall the days of the land reform? In
the research, | will explore the changes in the lives of fifteen elderly women in rural Hebei Province during
the land reform. In showing what memories can tell us about gender as an axis of power in the end of 1940s

rural China, | will examine how the state intervened in the subsistence economy.



