
T Roland Petit’s Le jeune homme et la mort (1946) 

‘Event’ in France’s dance world after the World War II 

 
Natsumi FUKASAWA 

 
I ‘ve researched various films by Roland Petit at the Cinémathèque de la Danse in 

Paris. I’ve also visited the Bibliothèque-Musée de l'Opéra to research various reviews 
and critiques on Le jeune homme et la mort, as well as information on Les Ballets des 
Champs-Élysées in newspapers, magazines and books. 
  I conducted an interview with Jean Babilée, who had danced Le jeune homme et la 
mort many times since  the première. 
  It became clear why Le jeune homme et la mort was the most outstanding ‘event’. 
My findings have allowed me to prove why this work was called ‘new ballet’ in France’s 
dance world after the  World  War II. 


