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Before this symposium, I have never given a presentation about my research outside the
campus. In addition, I am not good at speaking English smoothly. Only after I consider the
order of English words intensively and check whether it is correct or not, I could make a
decision to speak. Moreover, I did not know Korean life style so much. For participating in
this event, my objectives were to learn how to give a better presentation and explain my
research well, to speak English without excessive preparation, and to figure out differences
between Japan and Korea.

I learned from other students'
and Professors' presentations
that when I give a presentation,
the important thing is to make
audience feel easy to
understand. For example, one of
the students started her talk saying that she would present a brief outline of her presentation
for the benefit of those who do not major in analytical chemistry. In a professor talk, the
presenter specifically pointed out the differences in the preferred description of the protein
structures between computational chemists and biologists. They described my circumstance
therefore my concentration power was increased during the presentation indeed. These
presentations made me recognize that I should try to grasp the background knowledge of the
audience. For another example, I should use specific examples that are close to the audience.
Using a part of a body or an example from daily life is effective. The description of the shape
of protein combination could be replaced by a finger crossing over another finger. The scale
of the cell could be explained by drawing analogy between the proteins and each person in
the audience. Moreover, in one of the presentations by the student, the food containing
Vitamin D was an understandable and attractive introduction. The metaphor of substances
made audience interested in the presentation. I try to consider the specific examples about my
research. For example, the key of my research is interaction. The metaphor of key-keyhole is
easy to understand. Also, the scales of the virus and antibodies are in the size of nanometer or
larger. I will train myself for rewording continuously.

Speaking English by no preparation was difficult for me. In the social event on the first
day, I tried to say something anyway even if the grammar is not completely correct. Even in
that situation, we could enjoy talking and exchanging much information from general custom
of each country to personal topics. Also, during the cultural quiz, I tried to ask the Korean
culture and to give information about Japan in detail. In the oral presentation on the second
day, my presentation was good because of the practice. During the question and answer time,
a professor at Ewha Womans University gave me a comment. I considered the interaction
energy only, but the importance of the activation energy was pointed out. I will think about
that point. Another professor asked me what was the difficulty of this research. Before the
symposium, I considered it, but did not answer to myself. Actually, to answer what was the
difficulty was the most difficult thing, but I thought hardly and translated in English. Ideally,
thinking in English from the beginning is better, so I should train that point, too. Now when I
would like to ask questions, I spent only a few moments for building sentences. This was a



big progress for me, because I could reduce the preparation time for considering word order.
When I have a question, I can now give a priority to the action of asking itself. In the poster
session on the third day, I went standing in front of a poster with no English sentence
preparation. The student from Ewha Womans University told me her research very
intensively using many rewording. I tried to understand her research, and also she tried to
tell. I think it was good that I held on to her explanation to ask the meaning of various words
many times. Throughout the three days, I felt that the students of Ewha Womans University
were good at rewording using simpler words. They tried to reword many times until I could
understand. I think rewording training is good for increasing English vocabulary.

In the city, one of the differences between Japan and Korea is the railway platform doors.
In Seoul, all stations have full screen type doors. This type is expensive, so the condition is
quite surprising. In Japan, the design of stations cannot be allowed the weight of the platform
screen doors, so the railway company needs large amount of spending for installing that type
of doors. I think the platform screen doors which Japanese company is easy to introduce
should be developed further and more widely used. As another point about platform screen
doors, a message for the passengers of closing doors is not announced in Korea. In Japan, we
knew when the door closed by sound. The passenger safety in Japan should be proud of.
Another example of the difference is quietness. Not only the people in the city but also the
students in the University were quiet. Up to that day, I thought Japanese were the quietest
people with no basis. I will try not to believe until I go there and confirm by my own eyes.

Consequently, I learned how to make effective presentation. In the effective presentation,
an important and difficult concept is explained using examples familiar to the audience. My
next step for speaking English is to talk anyway, not to mind grammar excessively, and to say
the same content in different wording. In order to improve my English, I try to increase the
opportunity to speak English. For example, to attend the social meeting in study group or
Skype with friends in Ewha Womans University. All things should be done of my own
accord, so I will try. Also, I feel that understanding the foreign country makes me realize the
difference between Japan and the country.

This symposium made me learn a lot of things. I appreciate the effort of Prof. Kei Yura
for giving me warm guidance many times and Prof. Keiko Takano and Dr. Kaori Noto for
giving me the opportunity to participate in this symposium and much important advice up to
the last moment. I also appreciate all the efforts of Ewha Womans University for making the
symposium successful one.
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