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1.The Significance of this Presentation 

This study delves into the Special Economic Zones (SEZs) along the Thai-Myanmar border, 
with a specific emphasis on the Tak SEZ. Utilizing the theoretical framework of spatial production, 
the research investigates how China's neighborhood effect influences spatial dynamics. It argues 
that the spatial production within the Tak SEZ is shaped by diverse factors, prominently 
influenced by Chinese stakeholders. Governmental, market, and civil society actors collaboratively 
mold this space through intricate interactive mechanisms. However, China's neighborhood effect 
has bolstered the dominance of governmental and market entities in spatial production, thereby 
exacerbating constraints on migration rights and fostering spatial injustices. The study 
underscores the imperative of achieving spatial justice for migrants within border SEZs. Against 
the backdrop of ongoing crisis and escalating instability in Myanmar, there is a compelling need 
to spotlight the development and narratives of communities traditionally marginalized as 
"peripheral." This presentation critically offers insights for comprehending and tackling issues of 
spatial justice in border regions. 
 
2.The Achievements 

Drawing from my presentation in the "Migrant Labor and Labor Markets in the Borderlands" 
panel and active participation in other panels focused on borderlands issues, I engaged in valuable 
academic exchanges with researchers from universities, institutes, CSOs, NGOs, and INGOs 
worldwide. The involvement of frontline practitioners in development practices highlighted the 
importance of integrating academic insights with practical perspectives at this conference. Against 
the backdrop of the politically dynamic Thai-Myanmar border region, the emphasis on local 
perspectives through research and experiential exchanges significantly enriched my nuanced 
understanding of the complexities inherent in border regions. 
 
3.Further Perspectives 

My doctoral research focuses on development practices along the Thai-Myanmar border, 
particularly exploring the impact of China's neighborhood effect on the dynamics of Special 
Economic Zones (SEZs). This investigation is integral to shaping chapters within my dissertation 
that address spatial production. The findings from this study will contribute to scholarly discourse 
and will be disseminated through conference proceedings. 
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Furthermore, as a female researcher, I am committed to integrating a gender perspective into 
interdisciplinary studies to advance research in border communities. I will persist in expanding 
academic horizons through continuous scholarly contributions. 
 
こう ていきょく／お茶の水女子大学大学院 人間文化創成科学研究科 ジェンダー学際研究専攻 
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指導教員のコメント 
侯婷玉さんは、ミャンマー国境地帯の多様な人的ネットワークの中で国際人道援助が展開する様子を
研究テーマにしています。これは単に国際関係学のディシプリンに留まるという位置づけを越えて、
国際社会学、地域研究、国際開発学などのディシプリンンを横断しながら、現代の世界変容を独自の
視点で正面から捉える学術的にとても重要な問題設定です。 
すでに複数回の現地調査をすませ、現地研究者や市民運動家たちと人的関係を築くとともに、タイの
大学における学会で報告をするなど、積極的な研究活動を進めています。こうした研究活動には大き
な経費が必要です。 
その洗練された研究テーマや彼女の高い知的能力を考えると、その国際学会発表を支援することは極
めて意義の深いことだと思われます。 
（基幹研究院人間科学系教授、小林誠） 


