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Specially Appointed Professor Karen Shire offered
two graduate school courses in the past year.
Promoting Women in Global Leadership — A
Comparative Perspective in the winter 2018, focused
on comparing reforms for achieving gender balance
in the sectors of politics, the economy, universities
and scientific organization, the media, in non-
governmental and in international organisations. In
the spring semester 2018, the course Comparing
Gender Equality in Asia and Europe covered
progress in achieving gender equality in Asia and
Europe, with a focus on social policy, the
employment system, education and the family.
Together with researcher Dr. Kayo Onishi, Shire
constructed a data bank on women’s leadership in
Japan, covering social organizations and the media,
as well as more frequently discussed areas of politics
and the economy. Teaching and researching at the
Institute for Global Leadership, Shire has enjoyed
contact with graduate students, many of whom return
from work and professional life to study theories of
gender relations at Ochanomizu University. Her
research about gender balance in leadership will
inform a number of future publications and projects to
compare the institutions in Europe and Asia which

improve gender equality and support the
advancement of women into leadership.
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This class explores Madame Butterfly narratives from
the late 19th century to the present. We examine
fiction and stage productions, but also discuss art
and photography, fashion, and major cultural events.
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